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ABBAS GENERALIS

Prot. N®96/AG/03

Rome, Colober 12, 1886

CURBROTHERS OF ATLAS -l
Radiant Witnesses of Hope: Your Sfory and Curs

Very dear Brothers and Sisters,

Three days afler the martyrdom of our seven Brothers | received a letter from Dom Ignace Gillet, our former
Abbot General. In this letter concerning the recent events, Dom Ignace wrote : " our monasteries, too,
there seems o be @ current of new ffe. .and  mvself clearly sense that f am nof the same as before. " These
words were written by a venerable monk of 85 who knows the Order as few of us do, so they carry a very
special weight and significance.

There is no denying that a powerful current of withessing fo the Gospel has passed through the Order during
recent months: a living stream that gives life, encourages, awakens, siimulates us and carrdes us back o
our firstlove. oo have felt shaken up and brought to new life. | can say the same thing as Dom ignace:
I'sense that | am not the same as before. I'm 50 years older and 103 years younger...

In this letter | wish to return to the grace which has come 1o us through our Brothers, our seven witnesses
in him who is the Witness, our mediators in the one Mediator. Going back over the events will help us

recognize the goodness and power of the one Lord of history, and will help to convert our hearts to be like
his.

Let us go back, then, over the years. Let us let the Lord speak to us through the facts and read the story
in the light of faith, so that it becomes fransparent to us as Salvation History. Let our Brothers speak ; those
who are still with us on our pilgrim journey and those who wait for us in God's Kingdom. We will let them
telt and expialn what happened.

A NECESSARY PROLOGUE
A Story that did not begin vesterday

On July 5, 1830 the French fleet landed and conquered by force of arms the territory of Algeria. Almost
immediately t was annexed to France. A great number of French colonists emigrated to Algerian territory.
Thirteen years {ater, in 1843, a group of twelve monks from Aiguebelle setiled at Stacuéli, west of Algiers,
and thus the Cistercian adventure began anew in Africa.

Our Lady of Allas was founded in 1834 by the Abbey of Our Lady of Liberation. After several unsucoessful
afternpis, it was permanently esiablished in Tibhirine as a daughter house of Alguebslie.
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In 1938 Ferhat Abbas founded the “Algerian Popular Union” 1t was a movement that aimed at
independence based on Algena's Arebic herifage. Five vears later, in 1943, Ferhat Abbas asks the French
Governor for recognition of an independent and sovereign Algerian stale. France's refusal provides the
occasion for open opposition. In 1945, after the Second World War, France tries to blot out any attempt for
Algerian iIndependence,

Thus, starting in 1854, there is open war against France. The Algerians are led by Ben Bella, Ait Ahmed
and Mohammed Kedir. In July, 1959, Father Mathieu and Brother Luc are kidnapped, and then set free
eight days latsr.

The signing of Algeria’s independence tock place on March 18, 1862, lis official proclamation came less
than four months later, on July 3%, On September 8" Ben Bell4, of the National Liberation Front {(FLLN}Y, was
elacted as the counlry's President.

The 1865 chronicle of the Abbey of Atlas tells how the previous vear # had alimost been decided 1o close
the monastery. The General Chapler of Januaty 1964 had issued the verdict that: "The Most Reverend
Father General and the Assembly would be happy If a monastery of the Order would offer to take upon iiself
the refeunding of Allas. If this does not happen, the closing of the house will take place according to the
principle already decided by the Definitory.” His Excellency Archbishop Duval persistently opposes this
decision. His frust knows ne limils. "The desert will bioom again,” ke had written to the Abbot of Timadeuc,
who had decided to send some monks fo the African Abbey. On October 29, 1964, while visiting the
communily, the Archbishop was able to update his statement: "The desert has already bloomed "

On June 18, 1965, Ben Bella is deposed by a coup oPéiaf and a Revolutionary Counci takes over, headed
by Colonel Bumedien, who is later elected President. The National Charter is proclaimed on June 27,
1976 : Algeria is a socialist country following the Islamic religion and speaking Arabic. Bumedien dies on
Decermnber 27, 1978, On January 31, 1879, the Congress of the FLN elects Benjedid Chadli as President,
who is re-elected in 1984 by a general eleclion.

The last ten years have seen an increase in fundamentalist groups and in those discontented with the
Mational Charter of 1878, The way is open for a plurality of political parties and the Islamic Salvation Front
(FI3} Is successiul in the administrative slections of June 1980, Seeing this success, the FIS asks for
general poliical electons which would take place on June 27, 1891, Civil disorder delays the elections until
December 26, In the first round the FIS obtains 24% of the votes. The Army intervenes to suspend the
second round, which would have taken place on June 16, 1892, President Chadliis deposed and power
is assumed by the High Commission of State (HCE) presided over by Mohamed Boudiaf. The FIS is -
declared illegal and all political aclivity is suspended. Now that they are obliged to live clandestinely, the
most radical group of the FIS, the Armed Islamic Group (GIA) begins an uninterrupted chain of terrosist acts.
Cn June 29, 1892, Boudiaf is assassinated.

ANOT UNEXPECTED CHRISTMAS VISIT
From Birth fo Birth

fwas January 17, 1894, Among the many lelier that came that morning was a big envelope on which weare

some Algertan stamps and the small handwriting of Father Christian. | open the envelope and read:
Dear Father and brother Bernardo, herewith a whole dossier to complefe the “evenis”, jf was difficut
fo get in fouch with the Generalate lo tell you these things. And everything happened very quickly,
including cur own communily "preferences”. For there was, affer the "Visit” of Christimas night, a
petrfectly understandable reaction of immediate “flight”. | was perhaps best placed fo know that if there
was a ihreal, it fell first of all on me (1 was, and am, the "pass-word™ a really fucky findf). | do nof think
that, in the immediate fuiure the communify as g whole runs the risk of the afrocious fate of our friends
of Tamesguida, But how can we nof keep the image of them in our minds?
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Now there s a real calm... a1 peace fhat comss from the Child and his Mother, Wi this hope, foo, tha
the neighbours allach fo our presence "helwesn the fwo”,

N

Along with the hand-wiitien letler, are also seversl other documents with different titles:

- Chronology of evenils

- S#uafion...on January 5, 1984 {af 6 4.0}

- Community Vofes - December 31, 1893 {Confidentiall ‘

- Br. Christian de Chergé, Prior of the Monastery of Tibhirine, to the Honourable Prefect of Medea,
Becember 30, 1983,

-Repoit of Br. Chrisiophe

Fmmediately undersiand that someathing important has happened, something we very much hoped would
not happen. | pick up the tslephone and speak personally with Christian. His voice is peacful. He explains
what happened. | sense that something new has started at Our Lady of Allas. After speaking with him |
retumn to reading the documenis:

Chronology of events...

* Oofober 1983: three officers of the French consulate are faken as hosfages. Releassd, they are
hearers of 8 disfinet threat fom the GIA (Armed Islamic Group) aimed af all foreigners living i Algeria:
“they have one monih fo leave the counfry”. Many ambassadors {ake the warning very seriously

(German, Belgian, Brifish...} France does nof wish to risk having no presence in Algeria, but advises
prudence.

* 17 November 1993; brother Chiisfian is stsnmoned fo the Cabinet of the Wall (Prefect). They suggest

a police guard. He absolutely refuses any armed presence. He merely agrees no longer fo open
during the night,

* 1sf December 1993 the delay aflowed fo foreigners expires. Very soon a Spandard, a Frerchman,
a Russian woman {of mixed blood), a Brifon... are assassipafed.

* 14 December 1993: at nightfall, 14 {out of 19} ex-Yugoslavians {mainly Croafians} from an fiydraulic
plant installed in Tamesguida {14 kin as the crow flfes from the monastery, under our windows} have
their throats slit by a commando force estimated at fiffy persons. Two miraculously escape the
slaughter. The viclims were picked out for being Christians and Croalians no doubt with reference fo
the present conflict with Bosnia. We used to receive them each year on Christmas and Easter night.
it is a real shock for the communify.

* 16 December 1983 brother Christian [s summoned once more fo the Wilaya (Prefecturs).

An hour-long interview in the office of the Wali, who is anxious fo fake securily measures fo profect the
communify after the massacre of Tamesguida. He suggesfs that we should "take a holiday in France”,
proposes that we retire fo a "prolected hotel” in Medea for the nighf &l the expense of the Wilaya, more
anms, efc.... Means nof very appropriafe, especially to the refigious sfafe A feeling that the danger is
not going fo get any less... that any provisional depariure in these condifions would run the risk of
being withouf possibilify of refurn; that the neighbouring people would not understand, We agree fo
improve the telephone line (a8 new number is installed the same day)... and fo be aftenfive to
indications coming from round about. With no Blusions, we lock ourselves in more secursily and earlier.
We are aware also of experiencing somewhat excepfional conditions of monasfic conversatio. We are
in agreement that we should avoid whatf the Wali called "collective sulcide” We relferate among
ourselves our reasons for remaining, with the realizafion of being sl the junction between fwo groups
who are in confrantation here and svidently {o some extent everywhere in the West and Near East.

* 24 December 1893 "They™ are there, about 7.15 p.m., three inside our walls (fhree others oufside),
armed, without being directly threalening. They burst info the guest-hause where our parish priest G.N.



and three African sfudents are with the guest-master Br. Paul They demand to see “the pope of the
place”. One of them comes into the cloister and lries fo assemble the brothers. Two of them flee
withotd being seen and will remain hidden unfif Vigils, fearing the worst for the ofhers. Brother Christian
goes lo the guest-house. He has a long inferview with the one in charge, after having poinfed ouf that
arms are coming for the first fime info a "house of peace” where they have no place. The chief wishes
fo reassure us of his infenfions, in the immediate and for the fulure, on condition that... 1/..2/..3/..
Brother Christian argues. "You have no choice”. They have not realized that it was Christmas. Thery
are confused. The aim is clearly an affempt fo compromise us... In fact, if was impossibie to warm the
authorities. Obviously, this is a rather special Chrisimas. ’

© 26 December 1993: community mesting. A majorily of the brothers are in favour of an immediafe
departure. They doubt that there is any time feft to make provision for preserving the future. We are
unanimous in thinking that it is not moral to satisfy the 3rd demand. An engagement that would cost
the Church dear. However, one of the Christmas vislfors pointed ouf clearly that the GIA made a
distinction between "Chrisfians” and "forgigners”..

“ 27 December 1893: visif from our Archbishop, Father Teissier. In situsting cur community amiong fhe
others, he underlines the effect which our sudden deparfure would have on all the Chrisfians in this
frial. He suggests something "progressive” which would provide for the fransitions with the surrounding
area and would safeguard the fufure. Buf he stops shori of insisting on the decision.

¥ 28 December 1893 : {he community comes round o the bishop's plan. Three brothers depart
provisionally for reasons of anxiely or studies. The others will prepare for a departure... In the evening,
the bishop chose fo inform the Wali of something...

" 29 December 1993 ! brother Christian summoned fo the Wilaya. A firm letter from the Wali recalling
the necessity of securily measures, and disclaiming his responsibilify. He requires an answer.

* 30 December 1993 | the community's reply fo the Wall

* 31 December 1993 : we take a series of conventual voles o &y fo clarify the community paths of
decision and of the fulure. A very sfrong consensus for a refusal of "collaboration”, for a "progressive”
formula reserving even the possibility of remaining if there is no obsfacle and in our ignorance of what

the promised "envoy” might ask We should alse like to remain together, and fo provide for a retum fo
Algeria, Fes as a mid-way place.

The sheet entited, Siuafion on January 5, 1994, attracts my altention. 1 read: 1/, 2/, 3/, 4/, 5/, 6/ and come
io paragraphs 7/ and 8/

7/ In community we have first of all lived through an experience of profound communion, moment after
moment, receiving the words of our prayer and the things of the regular life as a frue giff of God

dictating fo us what we should say and do, here and now. Br. Luc, docfor and senior, has a
fundamenial role!

8/ For several weeks, therefors, just six of us are going to remain here. The season is more favourable
fo this reduced number. The guest-house is temporarily closed, We can count on the support of the
assoclates who are more directly linked to the management of the properfy under the supervision of
Brother Christophe. On the material level, we are going fo have to tighten our beits in order fo make
ends meef, ke our heighbours. .

My interest and understanding of the situation grow as | read. | feel as if | were myself at Tibhirine. Now it
is Christophe spealing to me as | read his Reporf :
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This Christmas hss nof been like any other.

i is sl charged with meaning.

Like Mary, we ponder these things thaf have happened fo us. We confinue fhe comversation she
began in her hearf.

The meaning plerces us ike a sword. The Word fakes on this community of body and blood fo speak
Himself here, foday.

We have just finished our community refreat with Fr. Sanson, S.J. He had points for exarnen and
points for prayer. And each one of us, no doubf, has made a few good resolutions.
| had none other than yours: the resolve of a comimifted fove, Each day freceive .. liske . [eatif

Forink i... This is my body given for you. This is the cup of my bicod poured oul for vou and for the
miuftitude.

{ am resolutely Living through Him, in Him, with Him.

We are in an epiclesis sifuafion.

{ am learning some things... especially that the school of the Lord's service does nof go on Christmas
vacafiors . The Child is our Teacher. | am learning what if means fo be Church: the greaf happiness
of being physically held in this body which speaks the Presence in the here and now.

THE LOVE WHG COMES

Present with us that night were G., our parish priest and three African students. There were those men
and women from Croatia snd Bosnia who had come for the feast of Chrisfimas,'81.

{ am leamning what i means fo be Church: | see her adorned as & Bride bedecked for her Spouss, the
Suffering Servant

Femnand was also present, g fifend from Savoy.

There we were, each one of us,and the events which have brought us fruly close fogether, withou!
erasing any of the differences. In the morning we admifted that it would be idictic fo fry fo reach s
consensus. Each of us has experienced profound things. Each of us gives them an inlerpretafion.
Each fries fo infegrale them. And thers is also a “we" who journey fogether, progressing in wisdom and
grace (170, We have been disiodged, we have been led lo a place where we could never have gone
despite ail our refigious fraining.

... The Mysfery of Faith is deep... of more loving fidelity. Yes, | am moved at being a member of this
body, which has neither lusfre nor beauly.

Hentt Teissier, our pastor, came fo visit us. His first act was {o preside aver our Sacrifice of Praise.
Afferwards, we listened, we aflowed ourselves fo take in the measure of the anxlety of a shepherd
whose sheep are threalened. He leff again, leaving us free in an obedience fo which there was no

obvious solution. We also had fo fearn obedience fogether, without prejudice, respecting the
conscience of each person.

I'm learning this also, and i is a point on which much has been writfen, and | have slso hadf my own
ideas : # is the question of monks,

fm leamning that there s first of all, the Church, andwe belong to this body of Christ. | know that we are
not beffer people, nor are we heroas, nor indeed are we anvithing extraordinary. |ieel this very slrongly
hiere af Tibhinne. And yel, there is something unigue in our manner of being Church: of responding fo
events, of walling on them, of living them ouf,



ftis a cerfaln awareness, as if we were responsible not for doing something, but for being sornething
here, inresponse to Truth, in response fo Love. We envisage efernity? There is a sense of that, Cur
Lady of Allas, "a sign on the mounfain,” signum in montibus, as our coat of arms declares.

And | see that our particular mode of exisfence as cenobific monks, well, if resists, it holds fast and if
sustains you. To elaborale sfightly:

The Office. The words of the psalms resist, confront the situation of violence, of anguich, of uniruih,
of injustice. Yes, there are enemies. We cannct force ourseives fo say foo quickly that we love them
without injuring the memory of vicims whose numbers increase each day. Holy God. Sfrong God.
Come quicldy to our aid. GQuick, help us!

And then we receive words of encouragement, of consolation, words that give us hope, and it is there
that reading the Scriptures is vital. There is meaning. I must be received, acknowledged... And being
acknowledged, i is accomplished. You who come! And this is full of meaning for us. If is being
accomplished: Love in the shape of a Cross.

fhere is a person whose role is clearly delineated in the Rule of St. Benedict. If is the Abbot. Yes, we
belleve that he holds the place of You who give your fife. This role is held by one of us. He has
received the singular and, when all Is said and done, secular tifle of Mr. Christian. | is the password
The word of Passover. This genffeman is the link with Mary. "l alone wilf pass.” Filial and fraternal
solitude close fo the mother. Difficulf mission. & weighs upon one, upon each one of us. We are a liftle
overburdened, a liflle worn down. We go fo bed earlier! and ves, i is the work of faith!

Monks, We are in the process of becoming a lifffle more fruly monks according fo the Gospel of cur
Lord Jesus Christ, and this is spiritual inculfuration. The symbiosis with our neighbours, with the
couniry, has great benefils for us | it gives us the vision fo see. E.g, the look of A.when night comes
and he retums home, leaving us untit fomorrow, inch'Altah! And MLA. trimming an apple free with P.H.
vesterday, feast of the Epiphany. Or the meetfing with the associates, to mark the New Year, MH.
taking up his new responsibilify as depuly chief of agriculture.

Pardon me, but there is still something efse. It is about eating and drinking together. Ah, the french
fries of foublb....delivered only by order..like honey from the rock! Brother Luc? Yes, he is very
exposed. Onthe 1st. January, 1994, which inaugurated the year and monih of his 80th birthday, in

the refectory we listened o the cassefle he is keeping on hand for the day of his burial: Edith Piaf
stnging: "No, | have no regrefs ¥

Re-reading Christophe’s Diary foday, | refive with him his experience of that Christmas eve:

[25/12/93] Chrisimas.

A dark night and the morning Star lights up each face. We are all alive.

And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness does nof overcome if
it is encugh fo sfand firm in the power of becoming children of God

bom here of God.

What has happenedfo us 7

You, the one who is above alf

the unexpecied who reveals our thirstto us - come, oh

Behold, | come quickly.

Taken up in the Coming, it remains for us fo foflow the current of grace. .

And a few days iater, the last day of this year 1983, Chyistophe writes
{31/12/93}
in your hands, Mary
in your hands, Church of Algeria
f give myself to Crucifiad fove



~nd

that he mighi profess me
well-balfoved

consecralfed in your

{am

the Way, the Truth, the Life

On 15 January, Christophe asked himsslf and replied:
[15/01/64] 15th
Where Is fidefity 7 Who Is the one who obeys 7 The one who says and deciares categorically znd sure
of himself - I will never leave this place,
Or the other who has said : fwould ke to go, and who is sfifl here...
persevering in your feaching (the Gospel here foday}
in the monastery undil death
{which came close and is stilf threatening)
sharing in your sufferings oh Christ our Passover
by pafience
in order fo merit
o be in your kingdom
"consorfes”
new Eucharisls
other Christs

in the monasfery urdil death, yes, ¥ and as vou wish, buf not apait from a living fidefify to vour feaching
: what the Spiril is saying at this ims in the Church.

And the next day he continued his meditation -
[16/01/84] Sunday
In the nighi, i rendered on your part the infinife service of saying - Horgive vou.
is if that  know that my body is for you and you for my body.
{ cannof say whetfrer | am unifed with you, | simply weep and beg never lo be separaled from you,
the temple of Breath in me
coming from the Father, given by you;
and { do nof belong fo myself : Mary Is In me the guarantee of
that detachunent which in her was fofal, radical. Closs to her -1 am. Then | shali be able to glonify you by
my body,
Ctuistian, with whom Fhad a long meeting this moming, telis me of his refusal to imagine his death as being
able fo be imputed fo these he loves here. He remembers the prayer of brother Luc during one mass  Lord,
grant that I may be able to die without hatred In my heart... and G.B.faking fo himself the words of Jssus
no-one takes my life but ftis [ who give . And G.N. [ 3 minufes fo say yes.
{ came to talk about what happened on the evening of the 24th ; which was experienced as first a flight,
then a walling, then a coming up from the abyss,
Where have you led me. Perhaps for myself Itis fo accept o live. But couldd you ask me to accepi the
death of my brofhers.

Now Fathers Jean-Plerre and Amédée {ake up the story. | combine here their two reporis to make it easier
to read. Only a few details are omitied. The months and years that have passed enable them o be more
objective, but do not {ake away the emotion and passion from what they expedenced.

Most Reverend and dear Father,

In this leffer [30 July 1856], | send you the narrative of the visit of Sayat-Affya and his group on 24
December 1993 fo Tibhirine, as | experienced i and as remember i, This event marked a turning



point in our communily fife - | see it well expressed in the fext of Br. Christophe which appeared in
Seven Lives for Algeria and for God,

Returning from work

In front of the red raclor and s rather nolsy weariness,

When the firsf Door opened,

{ committed myseff confident in the openness offered in your faith.
{ enfered info the peace of your smife

and | loved the glory of the Word on vour face,

& is so beautiful,  is so simple, i is vou who have spaken

"t is like this In the hear,

That is to say, we musi open the doors very wide”.

Marvelling, | confemplated the Gospel of God.

The book between us was open, wids.

When the second Door opened,

first of gl | irembled before this infinity so close,

accessible and poor as g stable.

Showing me the inside of the house,

you fef me info the secrel, this wound fowards the inside.

Invifing me to enfer further in, you were offering me the asyfum of a Kingdom,
The fufure belween us is a greal open silence...

Excuse me, Father, Fhad o wrie everything. 1 could not stop half-way. This poem expresses so many
things, especially when one re-reads i after the events, | didn't know it - it is the first ime | have read
it. But you could say that when he wrofe if Christophe was already anncuncing what would happen fo
him. There are these mysterious Doors written with a capital D... they follow each other chronologically
as fwo passages opening onto the future... There is the verb "fo fremble” which describes a first
reaction, followed immediately by another of compiete willingness and offering... This is very beautiful
and says many things to me... There is the ending : "lnvifing me fo enter further in, you were offering
me the asylum of g Kingdom™.. This is what happened... he sees it he has now enferedin... "The
fuiure befween us is a greaf open silence..”

! embrace you, Fafher...

Br. Jean-Pierre

Might of Christmas Eve ; 24 December 1382, at Tibhirine
[Fr. Jean-Plerre]
Confext

The GIA group of the fundamental Islamists had announced that by 1st. December 1993 all foreigners
should have feft the counlry, or efse they would be put fo death. 12 Croafians had just had their throats siit
in the neighbouring village of Tamesguida, in their work encampment. This fook place on 14 December,
fowards 10.30 p.m. Throals slit because they were Christians, in revenge for the Muslims malfreated in
Bosnia. The Testament of Christian is sifuated in this confext since i was begun on st Decembier 1983
and ended on 1st January 1994. He describes well the sfate of mind in which we then found ovurselves,
uncertainty, apprehension, a certain anxiely... What is going to happen ? “If could be foday” says Christian
i his Testament. [tis frue thal we knew that the mountain men were not far away and could raid us af any
moment.

24 December 1893, abouf 7 p.m,
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The refigious had just gone fo bed affer the Angelus bell. Compline is not in fact celebrated this evening,
because Christinas Vigils are anficipated af 10.45 p.m. In the guest house, a group of three or fous African
students from the adminisfrative Cenlre of Formation {C.F.A ) of Medea, had arived with G.N. fo parlicipale
at Midnight Mass. Br. Paui, guest-masfer af thaf fime, was with them in the guest-house, in the refectory.

Imyself, as sacristan, was occupied In the sacrisly preparing for Christmas Vigils and Midnight Mass, while
Fr. Célestin, preparing the chants, was busy at the notice board, al the end of the cloister near the chapel
and the smafl door which opens onfo the clolster garth. The other end of the garth gives anfo the enfrance
door of the monasfery.

From the sacristy, | hear fiwrough the open door a rapld and continuous whispering by Célestin... § wonder
Swho is he talking o 77 Affer a time [ hear someone calling me by name from the cloister ; "Jean-Pierre,
ocomne here..” H fum round, and see, by the door, a young man in mililary uniform with a kalacnnikov in his
hand He was sfanding there with Br. Célestin. 1 undarstood. | went towards him and said fo hinr - "What

34t

isgoingon ?

This marn had come in by the gafe, seen light on the oppostte side, crossed the garth and seen Br. Célestin
near the nofice board. How had Célestin reacled 7 He must have been scared to find himself sucidendy in
the presence of an anmed man, and begun {0 speak in a low voice. When | asked “what is going on 7', the
man, who couldn't have known much French, didn't answer me;! he was mainly inferested in Br. Célestin,
{ refraced my sfeps fo gef on with my work. Then | carried the fray with cloths, chalice and cruets in the
direction of the chapel fo prepare the Altar. The man called cut : "Come here,." H fold myself we had o
obey, thinking he might well begin fo shoof. | put down the fray and wenl towards him.

fFr. Amédée]

After the evening Angelus which Brother Michel has just rung, | feave the chapel and go fo the kitchen
where | am in the habit of preparing each evening a good hot lisane of lime-blossom, picked from our frees,
fo help me to sleep. I is about 7.45 pan. when [ come out of the kifchen to go te my room through the
cloister, since if is sifuated near that of Brother Luc in the large hall where he sfores his numerous
medicines in big whife plastic boxes a5 they come,

Just in the cloister, near the small refeciory belt, | suddenly nofice Father Célestin behind a well-dressed
armed saidier, preceded by Brother Paul, moving fowards the gaie fo go ot I go up to them and ask
Father Célestin in a low voice what this police officer wanis. He answers : "You haven't seen, if's those men
from the mourfain®. In fact, this one from the mountain tums round and says fo me [ "Everyone fo the guesi-
house”. Brother Paul, who is walking in fronf of me then says : "Where's Father Superior ? they want fo see
him®. Withou! sfopping, thinking H have seen him passing, | say that he is already in the guest-house. In
the courfyard of the porfer’s reom, the "mounfain man” takes me by the sleeve fo drag me aleng.  Sensing
the fragedy thal could result from a foo-easy assembling of everyone in the guest-house, | am frmily
resolved not fo go there. | prefend fo go with him, and go fo close abruptly the enfrance door of the
monastery which is stilf wide open... no doubt those ling in walt outside are nof far away. No reaction.

I make a half furn and re-enfer the cloister by the big iron gate near the porter's room. I close it... turning
round, 1 come face fo face with Father Christian. | immediately tell him that an armed group is awaiting Bim
inthe guest-house. " 'm well aware of i, he says, " I'm in no hurry™.. He must have been thinking of the
first part of his Testament writlen on 1sf December in Algiers at the Maison St-Augustin, while waiting to
come and pick me up at the airport that evening , the very day on which the ulfimatum of the GIA expired,
rendering all foreigners in Algeria liable to death from that day. We both refurned fo Tibhirine, fo the mercy
of the first false barrage ! (Nothing had happened). Hadn't he already wriffen in that first part of his
Testament which he would in fact finish on the 1st January 1894, affer having reflected on this "“visit of that
pight”. If it should happen one day...and it could be foday...my life was given fa God and fo this country...
Fshould fike, when the fime comes, fo have a space of Jucidify which would enable me fo beg forgiveness
of God and of my brother human befngs...”
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Then he went slowly fowards the guest-house. | close the gate again | leaving only a finy chink through
which | could see whal was happening, with afl ights exlinguished excepf those In the guest-house and the
lamp at the enfrance fo the chapel

Soon { see Father Chrisfian refuming, accompanied by a "monfagnard” (Diebelli, whom owr neighbours call
“mouniain people”). They are talldng with no raising of voices, in an underfone, and they pause a moment
in fronf of the sfone sfatye of Cur Lady (from the Rue du Bac, brought from Staocusdl} which is af the
enfrance fo our chapel,

f can see them well. They confinue fo speak for g long fime, mofionless excepf for the hands of the man
which in the semi-darkness speak as much as he does, following the arab-berber cusfom and ifs use of
gestures. | didn't know ther that this was the lerrible chiel of the region, Sayal-Affya, he who witho uf doubt
had given the order, a few days before, o siit the throals of our Croatian brothers... | also heard their
conversation, witheut understanding & [ walf andously... and now the Djebelli ends by leaving quistly after
having rounded up the two others who were in the guest-house.

[Fr. Jean-Pierre]

Brother Michel, who was in the kifchen preparing the hot drink for the guesi-house affer Midnight Mass,
arrived in his furn and was invifed fo foifow the man who led us in the dirediion of the porter's room. We
didn't know what fo think, Or rather, withouf admilling it | each one must have thought © " our furn has
come”. When we had reached the courfyard of the porter's room, Br. Paul crossed in front of us, running.
He came from the guest-house where an armed group had got in and were demanding fo see the superior.
Br. Paul then went fo look for Chrisfian who was in his room. We then rejoined the group who were
standing af the entrance fo the guest-house [ G.N,, the Africans, and two armed men, one of whom was
wearing a furban : This was Sayaf -Affya. We didn't know this af the fime, biu we had no doubt that these
were the ferrorisis who had siif the Croafians’ throafs.

Arrival of Christian

When he arrives, Christian cries out © "This is a house of peace, no-one has ever come in here carrying
arms. I you want fo talk with us, come in, but leave your arms oufside. If that isif possible, Ief us talk
culside. " The chiefl draws Christian apart, haif-way between the guest-house building and the smalf gate
of the cowrfyard which opens on fo the road, There they had a discussion, in the course of which Sayal-
Aftya iried fo impose several condifions, of which Christian gave us the defails later,

During this lime, we were falldng with the ofher fwo "monfagnards”, standing in the recess of the gueast-
house door. it was G.N. chiefly who was their inferfocutor | he knows arabic well. The subject of the
encourter, by and farge, was this : "We do nof want this goverranent, It s corrupt and irreligious. We must
sef up an lslamic government... You are refigious, have no fear, we shall not harm you” ..

Er.Fh., who has withessed fthe scene from the kifchen passage, runs for safefy, and drags off Fr.
Christophe whom he meels, fo go and hide in a large fank in the cellar next fo the man-hole.

This lasted about a quarter of an hour. During this time, outside, in the street, it seems that another group
of ihree men were on palrol. They would have had confact with some local vouths who were there... The
working classes at that ime were on the whole favourable o the mountain people. When the chiefs
inferview with Christian was over, they shookl hands with us and withdrew. Cerfain ones among us felt
some discomifort, thinking that those hands were perhaps the ones that had cut the throats of our Croatian
brothers. :

What did we do next 7

We had had a narrow escape. Br. Luc was sleeping peacefully in his room, not worrving about anything.
So was another priest who had come o spend the night with us | he didn't suspect anything. G.N. and



Il

Chrisfian had a long fallcin Chrislian's office. As for me, | went back fo my preparations in the sacristy and
chapel Michel and Célestin certainly, toc, each o his place. The fwo brothers coming ouf of thefe tani in
the cellar, no longer hearing anything, expected to find us all with our throats cuf.. The Christmas night
ffurgy fook place af the fime and in the way thaf had been planned. Buf the afmosphere of prayer could
fiof have been more profoundly marked by what had just occurred,

The purpose of this imprompfu visit

As Christian explained fo us affer the inferview he had with the chief. it appears in the three conditions
required of us by the falter :

1. "You are rich”, he says, "vou must agree o give us money when we ask for it"
2. That the docior will come and care for our wounded or sick.

3. That vou give us medicines.

You are refigious, you must help us in our struggle fo set up an islamic government. You will have fo carry
ouf what we demand of you | you have no choice,

Chrisflan's response. ..

"We are not rich. We work fo eam our dally bread. We help the poor. As for sending Brother Luc info the
mountains, if isn't possible, given his great age and sbove afl his asthma. He will be eble fo care for the
wounded and sick who come o the dispensary. There is no problem thers, he cares without discriminafion
for alf those In need and doesn worry abouf who they are. As for medicines, he gives whal is necessary
fo every sick person.” Christian pointed out fo this emir thal we were guing fo prepare ourselves fo celebrafe
the birth of Christ, the feast of Christmas... "In thal cass, excuse us”, he replied, "we didnt know”. On
feaving, he leff a password, since, said he, "we shail return™.

[Fr. Amédée]

Father Christian refurns fo his office, followed by G.N. who was forfunalely in the guest-house with three
African sludents from the Administrafive Cenlfre of Formation, near Medea, come to parlicipate in the
concelebration of our Midnight Mass. Father Chrisfian and G.N. begin fo comment on the event [ hear
them, | understand fthen the development of the infervention of the Diebslfi, who the chiefis, his demands
{"You have no choice™ .}, that he staved oufside so as not fo enfer armed info the guest-house as Father
Chrisfian had refused him this, While another Diebelli talks with G.MN. in the passage...

Now Father Célestin, very upsel, also comes info the office. He fold us he had had g gun pointed al him
as he was on his knees gelting out the music sheets from the lilile cupboard

at the enfrance fo the chapel (by the cloister), that he had been made fo go forward on his knees unfil this
“mountain man”, the most severe of all, aflowed him fo rise. He thought his fast hour had come...

Knowing aimost everything, | refurn fo my room af the side, and passing in front of Brother Luc's room, |
knock disoreetly on his door, he is awake and answers in his gruff voice... tired by ail the affenfion he has
given lo the sick during the day until evening . "What is Iif ? | enfer his room quietly and felf him aboui this
worrying visif, which has just ended without fuss, since the pililess chief Sayai-Affya, learmning from Father
Christian in the courfyard thet he had come on the very night of Christmas when we were about fo celebrate
the birth of Jesus, son of Mary, prince of Peace, had excused himself. But had said "We shall refurn [ give
me g password for myself or my envoy”. In face of Father Christfian's hesitalion, he had said : "Well, if shal
be "Monsieur Chrislian”, and gathering His men, bwo inside, three oufside, they had deparfed... Brother Luc
as usual shrugged his shoulders, not in the least disturbed... exteriorly |

| retired fo my room beside his, fo awalt the time for Vigils. It was almost 10 pm. Withou! being abls fo
sleep...
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At 10.30, Father Christian rings the rising bell.Hearing the bells, Br. Ph., and Father Christophe who
believed, they told us, that we had all had our throafs cul, come out from their hiding-place and rejoin us
inthe chapel. Al 10.45 p.m., entrusting ourselves fo the divine Infanf whose feast we are keeping and fo
Mary his Mother and ours, we sing Vigiis.

{Father Jean-Plerra}

Conseguences of this visi for the community

The first consequence was obviously that, day affer day, we were expecting them again, with their
demands. We had decided since then not fo take part in any way in their combat, which had nothing fo do
with our monastic vocation nor our reason for being in Algeria. If they should arrive one day fo hold us fo
ransom, we would give them a loken sum fo disembairass ourselves for the present of their begging, and
we would leave the monastery immediately. We arranged as fo how to react in the case of rapid departure
without any warning, and how fo know whether or not it would be necessary fo fake securily measures. .
what would be our place of landfall or our rallying point in case of deparfure. We decided to recluce the
number of religious for the time being . two were sent to France fo visit their famifies and Ph., wiho was a
studerit, has been serd o Algiers... Quife quickly options were consolidated which grouped fogether opfions
that had been more or less scatfered at an earlier fime. One was that our vow of stability should keep us
logether for better or worse. More than simply in one place, i unifed us one fo another [ in such a way that
shoulkd an obligatory flight take place we should reassemble somewhere efse with the infertion of pursuing
there our common vocation "together”, giving priotity to presence among the muslims... In the second
place, s same vow takes on more and more the sign of a visible link with the Church of Algeria in trial and
our Algerian nelghbours. Our Lord and Master from whom we have received our mission in this place is
the one fo whom our vow of cbedience binds us. We weren't obliged by the orders of the GIA. So long as
the neighbouring people didn't make us feel their desire fo see us leave, we would remain with them as in
a contract of alffance and love,sharing their frial and tfrying fo bear it with them. The choice o remain
“unarmed” and "unprotected” by armed security measures or by fleeing fo the fown was guife soon made,
as was a comimon choice to follow the Gospel ... "as lambs in the midst of wolves” with for our orzly arms,
those of fidelity in charity and faith in the power of the Holy Spirit working in hearfs... faith also in the good
will of the people, seeing the trusf we had placed in them in leaving ourselves, unarmed, in their faands, in
such a dangerous spof. If was something ofall this that we had been welding between ourselves and our
neighbours during the years '94 and "85, while the sense of danger hovered over us, ever more perceptibly,
fike a threatening shadow... There had never been the least waming sign in spife of other closely
concemed visits, especially in the direction of the dispensary. The danger swooped down on us suddenly,
unexpectedly, with nothing which could have enabled us fo foreses if... In manus tuas Domine...

And so larrive at 21 January of the year 1894, Four days have passed since | received the large envelope

from Algeria. | reply to Christian's lelter without delay in order to come close fo the community of Aflas,
wounded in its life but for a greater and better ffe.

Dear Dom Chrisfian,

Since the chronicle of the events experienced at Aflas in December and at the beginning of January,
and since our felephone conversation, | must tefl you that you are very much present in our fhoughts
and i our prayer, you and your hrothers of Aflas.

i have shared what has happened fo you with the members of the communily of the Generalate ; you
know practically all of them and so can be assured of their fratermnal support and their prayer.

it is not difficult fo believe, as you wrote in the chronicle, that in communify you hav e fived through an
experience of profound communion, moment by moment, receiving everything as a frue gift from God.
#tis still impossible fo foresee how events wilf evolve now , bul in your manner of living the grace of the
‘present moment”, you can be certain that the Lord, fulfilling his word, is with you. "I shall be with vou
until the end of the world | for where two or three are gathered in my name, there am | in1 the midst of
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them”. And as was saying in the homily at the beginning of the General Chapler, he is with you, ready
to make use of unexpected means o surmownd all the obstacles and o work with the grace of s afvation
iy this history which /s yours... and ours. [.]

Dear Christian, # | can do anything fo help you, yourself and your brothers, don't hesifate fo st e know
and Fwill do whatever | can to be of service fo vou.

fembrace you very frafernally...

AVISITIN LENT FORESHADOWS EASTER
Everything is Easter in the life of God's sons and daughfers

The night before Chrisimas, 1993, was 2 "Holy Night”, 2 completely unexpecied night for our seven
Brothers. BMuch less unexpecled, however, was what nappened on the Lenten night of Tuesday to
Wednesday March 27of the present year. Toward the end of November last year, Chyistian wrote inthe
names of all the Brothers:

The prasence of desth. Tradifionally, this is a constant companion of the monk. This compagsnionship
has taken on a more concrefe clarity with the direct threats, the assassinafions very close af hand,
cerfain viss... I is offers itself to us as a usefid and nof too convendent tesf of fruth (Chiistian, How, in
the present silualfion, can we refumn to the charism of our Order 7, 21-X1-83),

On February 27, one month before the abduction,  wrole to Chrislian and the communily for the tast ime.

They never received that lefter. | retrieved i during my stay in Algiers, and was able to read # with Father
Amedés. |iold them:

We shalfl meel this coming Oclober af the General Chapter, Deo volente., Meanwhile, | wish vou alf 2
fervent preparation for Easter, an Easier already 1l of the strength and foy of the Resurrection.

At about 10.00 in the morning of that Lenten day, March 26, | arrive with Father André at the monsstery of
Tithurg, in Holland, The following morning, the 27" Dom Armand phones me from Rome fo inform me
what had happened the previous night at Tibhirine. Al about 2.45 that afternoon, Father André is able to
speai on the telephone with Archbishop Tessier of Algiers. A guarter of an hour Iater, we speak with Father
Jean-Pierre of Allas. These first reporls help us appreciate inmediately the significance of what has -
happened. Afoncel share the reports with Dom Armand and ask him fo prepare an Urgent Report {o the
Presidents of the Fegional Conferences, 1o be communicated to all the monasteries of the Order.

Thus begins a long wall during bent and Eastertide, which ended shortly before the feast of Pentecost, that
is, from March 27 to May 23, 1986, On April 27, exacily one month after the abduction, Communiqué 43
from the GlA is made known. They are asking for an exchange of prisoners. The final lines leave little room

for hope: "You may choose! if you free your priscrners, we will free curs; If you do nof, we will cuf their
throats.”

The Holy Father spoke out during the Palim Sunday Angelus on March 31. “Lef them go back to their
monastery safe and sound, and let them lake up their place again among their Algerian friends.” Two weeks
fater, during the same prayer to Our Lady while he was visiting Tunis, he repeated his plea for sefling the
monks free. On May 1st, feast of 3L Joseph, each and every one of us dedicated a day to prayer and
penance for the freeing of our Brothers and for peace in Algeria.

Thus we come o 23 May. A new communigué from the GIA ends by saving, "...we have cuf the fhroals
of the seven monks... And this was done this morning, 21 May ™. You know the rest.
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But what happened that Lenten night between the 26" and 27" of March? During my visit to Algiers | had
the opporiunity to speak about this at length with Fathers Jean-Pigrre, Amédée and T B, | asked them to
be s0 good as to wite down for me all that they experienced in the monastery that night. The 3 accounts
are several pages long. But as the stories are very consistent with one another it is easy to reduce them to
a single account. Here is what happened that night of 26 - 27 March, in the words of those who iived
through the events. They are not the only witnesses, but they are, today, the ones who can speak.

Tuesday 26 March, 1896, 5th week of Lent.

{Fr. Jean-Pierre] Al the Eucharist, the last Eucharist celebrated fogether in communify, the Gospel was
John 8, 21-30 : Jesus announced his deparfure. "l am going away and you will seek me”. To the
infransigent and obstinale Jews, he predicted his death and how ¥ would come about.. He slso
announced, in his death, his exalfation. At the same fime he showed his confidence and Ris inner Peace
["He who sent me Is always with me, he has nof left me alone because | do always the things that please
him". The brothers couldn'l have known, on hearing and meditating on these words at that midday hour,
thaf they were about fo be taken up, the following night, in the same mystery...

The night of 28 - 27 March, 1996

[Fr. Jean-Pierre:] As I was the night porfer, | slept in the porter's room which was immediately next to the
porch enfrance. This door was bolfed shut from 5:30 each evening fo 7:30 the next moming. 530 in the
evening marked the end of the work-day and if was the fime we slopped seeing people at the dispensary.
That night around 115 am., | was awakened by the sound of voices near the window of the porfer's room
which overlooks the yard . it was a conversalion in Arabic befween 2 or 3 persons. Given the hour, |
reafized immediately that it was a visit from the men of the mountain, who had broken into the cloisfer. The
doorbell had not rung. | got closer to the window fo see what was going on, in such a way as fo not be seen
myself. | couldn see the group as they were In a recess in the doorway, on the right. Buf a shadowy figure
was moving towards them, coming from the small metal door which opens ouf onlo the streef. That door
was apen. The man was armed. He had a fommy-gun and was walking towards the others in front of the
door. fwent lo the other side by the glass door which gave on to the porch enfrance to the monastery. |
saw a man wearing a furban, with a fommy-gun slung across his shoulder, enfering the door that gives on
fo the cloister and fo Br. Luc's room. As the conversation and the proceedings didn'f seem aggressive, |
didn’t realize the gravity of the situafion. | thought it was a request for the doctor's care as this had
happened before, in a somewhat similar fashion. This alf the more se, as nothing | had seen led me fo
believe that there were around fwenly terrorists, according to the guardian. The others must have been
efsewhere af that point. | old myself that since | had n't woken up, Christian had forestalled me and must
have lef them in, as the room where he slept was not far from the entrance fo the monastery. In reality,
according fo the guardian, they had gained access info the monastery nof by the main door, but by a door
behind the buildings on the basement level, that opens onfo the garden. They had therefore arrived af
Chrisfian's room and Br. Luc’s by passing through the inferior of the buildings. At the fime | waoke up, both
were already in front of the enfrence, in this group in conversation : Christian in the middle of the courfyard:
Br. Luc with the medical bag he takes on visis in his hands. The latter was ready to accompany those men
fo go and altend fo those who were allegedly seriously wounded. The guardian was also there. ff was he
who gave me these fast defails... | began to pray while waiting for it fo end. At a given moment, | heard :
"Wha is the chief 7" and the reply coming from a third person : "He is the chief. you must do what ke fells
you". Af that moment, according fo the guardian, the order was given fo open ail the doors. | heard
comings and goings in the entrance hall, but of single individuals. Then, nothing more. The smail door
opening onto the streef was closed with ifs characteristic sound. | wenf out to go to the bathroorn before
going back fo bed. The cloister lights had been fumed off (N.B. if was Fr. Amédée who had turned them
off). Everything seemed lo me fo be in order. | thought that Chrisfian had sent away the men of the
mountain and had returned fo bed. One fhing seemed strange, however : some of the type of clothing that
Fr. Luke collected for the poor was sfrewn on the ground under the porch, and in the adioining room. | said
to myself: "Did they ask for some clothing, which they didn't like and threw there on their way cuf?" A few
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minutes fater, there was a knock at my door, the glass door which overlooked the porch. fwas Fr. Amédés
accompanied by T.8. "Do you know what has happsned 7" he asked . "We are the only ones here [ all
the cthers have been faken away.”

fFr. Amédée] ftwas 115 Wednesday, 27 March 1298, when | was awakened by the unusual sound of
carfons of medicines being nolsily furned upside down. | said lo myself: "When Brother Luc is looking for
medicing, even at night, he doesn’t make this much nofse”,

Then { heard soff speaking by my room, but | didnt hear Brother Luc’s voice [ nor his asthmalic cough. |
suddenly realized that they were there, thaf they had come In fhe middle of the night. Somethirg about
which | had had ro ifusions was now faking place | We had, in effect, recelved no threat since the famous
night of Christmas 1983 when the terribfe leader

had left, excusing himself, challenged by the birth of Jesus bringing peacs, as Father Chris#ian had
explained to him. Buf he would refurn, said he, we had no choice. He had nof refurned, either fo require
that the young people of the neighborhood join them, nor to ambush and kill persons on fhe road (o
Tibhirne. Fr. Jean-Plerre, Fr. R, and Br. Luc offen travelled that road fo do thelr errands. And so we had
been able fo continue our menastic life in a normal way these ihree years, even fo the point of authorizing
the Ribat es- Saldm fo meef al our monasiery on the very eve of the fragedy.

And so this commando of sbouf fwenly fervorists, sent from afar, under orders, was there, fwo paces away
from my room. They had ied to open £, Every night | lfook the frouble fo lock the door. Concesrned, no
doubt, with the boxes of medicines in the main room, they did nof pursue frying to open my door for the
moment. | fooked at my walch with a smalf covered fight, # was .15 dressed silently. | Fried fo see
. through the keyhols. The room was completely it up. They confinued fo overfurn boxes of medicines, but

they were foo close fo Br. Luc’s room for me fo see them. They continued fo speak soffly amongst
themselves.

fwaited calmly, Suddenly there was no more noise but all the lights had been leff on. | genfly opened my
door without making any noise. oould see thatf no one was around, but sverything in the room was in great
disorder. Fwent immediately fo Br. Luc's room some mefres from mine. There was no longser anyorne ithere
and the room in great disorder ) medicines, books on the floor, the litfle new radio set disappeared. Sensing
the fragedy that had faken place, | went immediafely fo Fr. Chrisfiarn’s office where he had been sleeping
for some fime lo be near us just opposife the door which from Br. Luc's room opens onfo the Hitle
soriptoriuin corridor. # was open, the office alf iif up, everything upside down, papers everywhere | his
efectric typewrifer gone, also the camera with the film afready begun, the telephone faken from the fable,
aff wires cuf and Ieff an a chair [ no Br. Luc, no Fr. Chrisfian, no voices, nof even Br. Luc's cough, {was

aghast. Some of Fr.Chrisfian’s clothes and shoes had been sfolen and thrown down in the corner of the
corridor.

! soon began to think of our guesis of the Ribatl on the same floor, nesr the rooms of owr brothers, |
extinguished alf the lights and went up the siairs nesr the fibrary. The rooms of the brothers were open and
the lighis were on, but none of my brothers were there and their beds were feft unfidy. The floor was
covered with papers, Drawers had been over-lurned. Suifcases had been opened, and no one therel #
was a shock and | began Io fear the worst for our guesis who slept just behind the enclosure door. | opened

it gently and there everything was calm. The night light was on, the bedrooms doors shuf, knock st the
first door, the celf where Fr. T.8. slept

IT.B., a guest] D.P. a priest and member of our Ribat, woke me up, sayving: "T.B. something abnormal
is happening with the Fathers.” I leap ouf of bed and go out info the halfway. Ancther priest - JJd. - and!
were sleeping in the guest rooms of the monastic bulldings, separafed by a doorway from the rooms of the
monks.
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in effect, [ hear fables and chairs being moved arcund, but no voices except for some protesfs that seem
to come from Célestin. Solassume he is sick and thatf they want to move him down near Brother L uc, then
{ think they can't iake him fo the hospital af night

D.P. half opens the door Io the monks' enclosure and sees M. with his back fo the wall, petfectly stil
between the two doors, Célestin, also perfectly stil, and a suifcase in the hallway. M. eveniually nofices
that the door is &jar and signals with his head not fo enter or move, When D.P. fells us this, we realize that
the “people from the mounfain” are in the monastery and | suppose thaf the monks have been forced fo
assemble fogether.  D.P. half opens the door again, there is now only one suifcase in the hallway. Then
silence. DLP. again half opens the door | the suifcase is no longer there.

There is no question of making curselves conspicuous, or of leaving by the oulside staircase, since fhere
are probably armed men all sround the building. Each one goes back fo his room in silence. 1fwe are
ivolved in what is going on, Chrisian will come fo feff us. | thought that the moment of death had arrived.
fwent back to bed. I was cold buf fwas very calm, asking the Lord to hold me in his peace, and af thie same
fime, asking him lo posipone the day of my passing, because so many adminisirative affairs were in
progress that { feared the enormous task the diocese would have i | should disappear without firs f puffing
some of my affairs in order. ! was also lisfening for exterior noises, or the engine of a car.

Al that moment, the door opens, a lamp lghts up my room and by the light of the night light in the hall |
recognize Brother Amédée. He says [ "T.B., are you there? The monastery is emply. There isn't a single
Father left I" | dress in great haste and | see with Amédée that the rooms of the brathren are alf in disorder
. it Paul's, who returned from France the same day and brought back gifis and sweets for Faster, alt the
boxes of sweets and chocolates have been opened and emplied except one, perhaps they thought those
chocofales contained alcohol, | ater refumed to get this box and put it in the fridge for when the brothers
came back. Sweef papers were sfrewn on the floor. Surprisingly, the computer and printer had been leff.

We went downstairs to the kifchen. Everything was in place except thal the door of the refrigerafor had
been left open. Nothing had bsen fouched in the refactory.

In the cloister, the room that served as an office and a telephone room had nof been opened. Everyithing
was in place. But the telephone lines had been cuf.

We went fowards the porfer's room. The main doorway was open. We knocked at Jean-Plerre's door. "f's
Amédée, are you there?" Jean-Plerre opened the door, fully dressed. He had been praying. The joy of -
finding him. We fold him of the disappearance of the monks. He fold us he saw armed men on the porch

and that he heard them leave, buf had nof seen the brothers with them,

[Fr. Jean-Pierre] We wenf io examine the sfale of the rooms, Christian’s room as welfl as Br.
Luc’s.. everylhing was in indescribable disorder : papers on the floor, drawers and cupboards open, fables
pited up with various objects, Christian's typewrifer gone , also his camera. Our first thought was fo bring
in the securfly service, hut we found Christian's lefephone cables e In the secretary's office, aff was in
order. They musin't have gone there , buf that telephone was not working efther, Lafer that day we found
ouf that the exterior cables had been cif. The one that connected the monastery with the guardian’s house
was on the ground. Ever the main cable which contained the fines of that area had been cuf ghouf 1.5
kilometres away on the road fo Medea. Therefore if was a question of something very different from
wounded persons who needed fo be freated. In the rooms on that floar, of Christophe, Paud, Bruno, Kichel,
and Célesiin, the same disorder. Paul had just refumed the evening before from a visitio his elderly mother
in Savoy. His suficase had been searched and cerfain ohjects had disappeared. In the hallway of the
reading roorm, & the foot of the slairs , Amédée sees a largs cheese from Tamié, placed in front of the icon
of the Mother of the Lord. If hadn't been faken on account of the cross on the wrapping. We didit find
aryone's idendity papers, except those of Chiisfian in a fifle bag which we discovered Iafer in one of the
fles, and Br. Luc's, also found later among his things. According fo the guardian, the Kidnappers would
hiave ordered the brothers fo lake aff their papers... Apart from the rocms on that foor, about which | have
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spoken, Br. Luc's and the room where his medicines were siored, and Fr. Chrisfian's room | none of the
other parts of the monastery seem fo have been visifed. The departure of the brothers seems fo have been
very hurried. Which way did they go out 7 | don't know. | saw nothing, nor did | hear a group of people
passing , nor any voice that | could have recognised as Br. Luc's strong voice, or his way of coughing.
MNothing. ¥ had realized that they wers falting away the brothers, how would | have reacted?

[T.B., a guest] We needed fo inform others af once, lo go to M's fo telephone. There was a padiock on the
door fo the courlyard of his house. We called. Finally his children , then his wife, came fo tell us - "They
came o lock for M.” Their lelephone line, foo, had been cid, '

{P. Jean Fierre] We found his wife panic-stricken. It was then that we learned that the kidnappers had
begun by contacling the guardian at his home. They had forced him to open the enfrance by knocking on
the door and breaking windows, and then fo accompany them fo the monastery, saying that they needed
fo call Br. Luc and gel him o accompany them fo freat two seriously wounded persons. We thought then
that the guardian must have been faken away with our brothers as we didn't see him afer that. | stayed for
a short ime with his wife and children fo comfort them and encourage them fo cope while waiting for more
news,

fT.B., a guest] We needed to inform other neighbors and to try fo telephone. Jean-Pierre and | e ach fook
a fashiight and went down fo A's, lighting only the path by our feef, so we could find the way fo his house
situated down from the road, which was nof easy. Al the same fime | felf anxious, and wanted fo returm fo
the monastery, while feeling the need fo fell Awhat had happened. Finally | found the door. No one
answered. | went up to the lerrace, tapping with my fool. No one budged. If was only then that the dogs
awoke and began fo bark. As no one came ouf - and that was perfectly understandable - we wenf back to
the monastery.

fwas nearly 3 a.m. With Amédée, J.J,, and D.P., who foined us later as did J.J., we decided fo walf unfi
daybreak. To have left by car for Medea in the night risked adding another victim and having the car stolen
as well. To have gone on footf to alert the police was to risk their nof answering, and never would a pofice
patfrof go ouf before daybreak,

We decided fo go back fo bed, but Amédée fold us: "I haven't finished my rosary,” a rosary he was reciling
while Jean-Pierre and | were out in fhe night. We recifed the rest of the rosary with Amédée, and we
arranged lo rise at S a.m. {had a deep peace in my heart, with the sense that there was nothing else fo do
at that point. At 5:15 we metin the cloister. D.P., Jean-Pieire, and Amédée. | had the urge to ring the befl
for Malins fo show everyone that Iife continued, but | changed my mind, thinking that it could also inform the
kicnappers that they hadn't faken all the monks. We began the Office. | felf honoured to hold the place in
choir of the abducted brothers, as best | could. At the end of the 2nd psalm, D.P. and | could no fonger
follow the monasfic tones and we decided fo recite the psaims. Affer the Office, we afe a good breakfast.

It was daybreak. Jean-Pierre and lwent down fo A's. | went back up on the ferrace fo call and kicked with
my feet again. The children finally came out of the house to tell us what had happened. At thaf point, M.
calied ouf to me from the ofther side of the grille. He was in the garden, He had escaped and had hidden
himself. He immediately asked news of his family and the brothers. We went fo fefch Bim.  He was
exhausted. He fold us what he had experienced and how he had escaped,

We urgently needed lo inform the army and the police. | decided fo go with Jean-Pierre and to leave M.
fo rest a litfle since | feared the inferrogation that he would have fo undergo from the police. Jean-Pierre
proposed that we first go fo see the head of the milifary siafion. He knew bim.

Jear-Fierre and | took my car and drove fowards Draa ess Mar fo inform the military. There was a thick
fog.

We decided nof fo walf, but fo go fo Medea fo inform the police. We airived af 7:15 a.m. The Police
Commander was just leaving with three cars for a planned operation. He received us immediately but
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showed neither surprise nor emotion af what we fold him.  Everything was exchanged in srabic. He
immediately phioned the Chief of Police, and he authorized me to Inform F. Herwi Telssier and gave me the
lelephone. Herri Teissler asked me if he might inform the French Ambassador. | passed on the request
fo the Commander who affer a moment's hesifation, gave his permission. The Police would thernselves
fform fhe Algerian Press Service who would annotince the news that moming. [ was most surprised at this
excepfional rapidity.

But the Commander had fo leave on business. He handed us over fo an assistant. They brought us coffee.
We wall. There are no more cars avallable {o provide a convoy to Tibhirine . '

An officer comes to fake our stafement st about 8.00. Everything is in arabic. | serve as franslafor, | make
them read over the stalemenis before we sign them. The Police hold a dossier with all the information on
#e French monks. Amédée, being an Algerian, is notinciuded, We hed to find Brunc in g previous dossier.
AL 11 am. they finally allowed us all o leave. A the police we had met had been fiendly and atfendive.
Oniy one of them spoke French. Many of them seemed quite familiar with the fexts of Islam and hadn'?
much knowledge of other religions. They apologized o us.

Gn the return Irip we noficed that a feam from P & T was repairing the felephone cable that had been
severed on fop of the Rill af the same level as the enfrance fo the former amusement park.

Wher we arrived at the monastery, we saw that all the members of the Ribat had left for Algiers except for
DR, as there was no roont for him in the cars. | decided fo stay with Amédée and Jean-FPierre as long as
needed D.P. felt thal he should join the group in Algiers and Jean-FPlerre remembered Fr.L. Cls car, a5
hie wasnt of present in Alglers and had left his car at the monastery. So D.P. leff for Algiers In the R4 which
woldd be safer af the Diccesan House.

A first group of police came af about 10 aum. fo verify what had happened. But all that day we saw no
movement of froops in that region. The neighbours were nof inferrogated

At noon it was time fo celebrate Mass and sing Sext. If was an infense celebration. Amédée arwd Jean-
Flerre asked me lo preside. A deep peace filled me, as well as joy at sharing this day with the two brother
monks. | felt t was in my place at that point, There was an astonishing presence of our missing brothers
in that emply chapel.

{P. Jean-Pierre] Towards noon, the three of us celebrated the Eucharist in the monasfery chapel T.B.
presided. He commented on the texts of Wednesday, the 5th week of Lent in connection with what had
teken place. The passage from Daniel relafed the incident of the three yvouths in the furnace and really -
spoke fo us. They preferred to be thrown into the furnace rather than obey the king's orders and adore
false Gods. Bound, they found themselves free, unharmed in fhe midst of the flames, praising God with a
single heart. Their courage and fidefity fowards Gaod and the powerful intervention of the Lord brought
about a radical change in the hearf of the king. He also began io praise God, the God of Shadrach,
Meshach and Abed-nego.

[T.8., a guest] Amédée and Jean-Pierre confided fo me that they didn't know how fo cook, and | was
happy to prepare the meal. The felephone, once reconnected, didn't stop ringing. The first call came from
& cousin of Br. Luc who asked for news, as his brother, who was in the Congo, had informed him of the
abducfion of the monks! Then there was the ahnoving insisfence of the journalists. | refused o #aik.

We eventually had our lunch. While doing the dishes, we received a call from Mime. de Chergé and Claire
who were concemned about the safely of the monks remaining on the properfy, asking how they were,
encouraging them.  We realized thal the two farge pols In the Kifchen were full, one with soup and the other
with beans, Luc had prepared the meal for the whole household: 8 monks and 12 members of the Ribat,
in the middie of the night, as he offen did .. just before he was abducted,

We decided fo rest unfif None. When we finished the Office a police squadron arrived to make an inquiry
and take phofos. We had nof fouched anything until their arrival. The police were surprised by the monks’
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shnplicity of fife. With them was defachment of armed men. [ remembered Christian's affifude on the night
of the visif of 24 December 1993, and  asked the armed men lo leave the cloister and wait oufsicis " this
is a house of peace and prayer, no armed men sifer here”. They weni out withouf the least opposition.
Then the one in charge of securily asked us not lo spend the night In the place. We propose sle eping af
G.N's, who has leff his keys In the monastery. He lelephones us from Parls soon affer, to give us defails.
The pofice wish fo sccompany us before nightfall. We agree with them for 7 pm. Al this moment a
neighbour arrives with a cowl which he has found on the road 600 melres from the monastery. s Michel's,
{ imagine Michel faking hs cowf so that he can die in his habif. Amédée, Jean-Pierre and | begin to put the
brothers” rooms in order. ' We looked for their idenlify papers, withouf success, and realized that each of
them had taken the smalf suitcase that he had kept in readiness. M, fold us that the armed men had
ordered the brathers to take thelr papers.

i block all the enfrances to the monastery with thick wooden planks. We sing Vespers. We eal the soup
and beans prepared by Luc with & salad from the garden. We fake whal we need for the night afong with
a suffcase full of precious objecis and the money.

Betweern two police cars, we left for Medea. As we approached the levef of the Grand Hotef Msala, the first
car furned to enfer the hotel grounds, | continued fowards G.N.'s house but the car behind signaled me to
stop: we were fo go lo the hofel. The police leulenant explained that the Wall had reserved rooms for us
there. And so the three of us enfered this large hotel, carrving our bed linen in our stms, and were
welcomed in the grandest stvle,  They invited us io dine in the resfaurant . We excused ourselve s, as we
had already dined. They Invited us fo have coffes. If was a dslightful and fouching sighf fo see our fwo
brothers in thelrjackets and woollen bonnels, sifting af fable in the restaurant, surrounded by the Propriefor
of the Hotel, the Police Commander, the Chief of the Wall's cabinst, the Chief of Security of the Wilaya, who
had come o welcome them. All the people who saw us were asfounded.

We went up to our rooms | fwo rooms each with two beds, with a communicaiing door, and bathrooms,
A detachment of communal guards was placed in frond of the doors. We arranged fo meet the police the
following morning af 8 o'clock. We sang Compline and wenf fo bed | asked the brothers [o excuse me from
rising for the night office. In the morning, after singing Lauds, we go down {o breakiasi. The police are
there, we refum fo the monasfery.

! make arrangements for the day with the police lieufenant, we shall leave for Algiers about 4 pra. Inthe
morring, Amédée has errands fo carry oul in Medea. | act as his chauffeur and { ask the police eutenant
not fo surround us with police vehicles in order not fo scare the people of Medea. He agrees fo this. Jusi
one car follows us discreetly.

We go with Amédée fo gel money from the bank, fo pay the fuel man who has filled the monasiery pumps,
and then we return. Everywhere we are welcomed warmly, with much sadness.

Af the monastery we decided on what we would need to lake: the archives, precious objecls, electronic
devices, and perishable food. Amédée paid the workimen, From the Diocesan House of Aigiers, the
archbishop suggested some helpers. P.L. and P.R., the hermil, who was absent at the time of the tragedy,
would come fo help us move. Milifary profection was posted af the doors of the monastery.

{ prepared lunch. Al 12:30 we celebrafed Mass and Ssexf. We sal down fo eaf when P.Land P.R. arrived.
{ closed aff the doors so that the military would not wander arcund in the house. Halfway through the meal,
a ‘phone call came from M, ihe guardian: "Everything is shul. We can¥ gef in. The Archbishop, the French
Ambassador and the Wall are here I" The brothers decide fo receive them in the Chapter room.

{ go fo open the main door lo receive them. Behind the awthorities, a crowd of anmed men press forward,
{ stop them in the cloister and explain fo them the characler of this house. They accep! it courfecusly and
rafire fo the oufside gafe.
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The brothers recount the facts anew fo the ambassador and the Wali. We thank the Wall for the profection
and for the recepfion of the holel, we falic of securily measures for the house, and we promise fo leave af
4p.m. The brothers are authonized fo come back fo the monastery during the day. An escort aeoornpanies
us as far as Alglers. When the authorifies refire, the archbishop invifes the ambassador to visit the chape!
with the brothers | | ask the Wali if he too would fike fo come info the chapel ; when he answers in the
affirmative, 1 invife him fo come in with me. The police commander wanted fo follow us in, but af a sign from
my hand he understood very courfeously that this would not be appropriate. The same applied to the
ambassador's boedyguard

The cortege leff us. We had an hour fo finish closing up the house and pack the cars. The brothers left
their R4 for the use of M. so that he could sleep in Medsa. P.R. wanted io remain at the monastery but
Finsisted firmly that he should go with us | since | had praomised that no-one would spend the night in the
monasiery.

At that point, a police officer realized that Amédée had nof been interrogated, as, being an Algerian, he was
not on the list of foreigners. insisted that he give a stafement and had the text re-read in Arabic before
allowing him fo sign it. The pelice officer was astonished that we were leaving everything in place. | told
him it was normal, as the Fathers would refurn,

We checked fo make sure that everything was extinguished and well closed af the guest house and all over

the monastery. We loaded the cars. We said good-bye io alf the neighbours. "Don't leave us; you must
retum.”

A police car preceded us and two armed cars followed our two cars. Arriving in Algiers, | led the convoy
to direct it o the Diocesan House and we arrived around 5:30 p.m.

{ am happy lo have lived through those two Infense days with Amédé and Jean-Pierre, so serene, peacefif
humble, and fo have experienced the strength given from on high to accomplish what needed fo be done
at the moment without unnecessary fuss, and fo have enjoyed the unfolding of a normal monastic day,
astonished at having come so close fo death and feefing thereby a new freedom. “May | spend the fime
thal is left to me In giving thanks.”

The foflowing week

{Fr. Jean-Pierre] We stayed af the diccesan house until the following Saturday, the day whren Dom
Armand Veilleux arrived on behalf of our Rev. Fr. General. He came to embrace us with alf his s oficitude
and fraternal presence for about fen days, unfil Thursday, Aprif 11th.  All three of us then went together fo
Giycines where F. Georger reserved us each a room in those calm and silenf quarters. Father Amédée
and | waited there, day afler day, for news of our dear missing brothers. Towards the end of April, we
decided to go fo Fes at the beginning of May. At first, both of us were fo go, but then myself afone, a5 we
learned af Tibhirine that P.R. and our neighbours were couniing very much on our maintaining a concrele
fink with them. |leff Algeria for Fes on May 3rd...

The sanctuary famp in our chapel at Tibhirine was blown outf on that sad night of the 26 -

27 March. The chapel that had known the charits and prayers af the reguiar hours of the Divine Office since
1937, became suddenly silent and emply. "How long, O Lord 7" "It is but an 'au revoir™, our he arts sihg
; "Our brothers have gone away.” it was the time just before Holy Week. A great, long trial was awafting
us. They achieved their trial while paschal fime was coming fo an end, during the week before Penfecost
:"Come, O Spint of the Lord, come, alleluial” Calling down the Holy Spirit on the Church, on the worid.. they
were fakern in the Work of God down fo the innermost depth of their being, body and soul... and through
it... they were heard in their strong desire to be only one with him and to follow him wherever he wenf .,
Wonderdul Is the Lord, | sing fo God with my whole heart. VWhat will be the fale of those who remain 7 We
shall see Hit | am surprised at the great sofidarity aroused on the occasion of this tragedy, a sofidarity in
emotion, pain and prayer, but also in hope.



A WISDOM THAT COMES FROM RENMEMBERING
Teachers and Myslics In the School of Charity

Christian wisdom consists In a divine plan of salvation. This plan has Bis source and iis summit in the
paschal mystery of Jesus Chrst. Thatis why Jesus is the “Wisdom of God" (7 Cor, 1:24). To practise
wisdom is to remember and keep in one’s hearl the saving interventions of Gad in history, putting into
practice the nerms of conduct which flow from them. We invoke Mary, the Mother of Jesus Christ, as the
Seat of Wisdom for two reasons: for having concelved Incarnate Wisdom in her wormb, and for having

concelved in her heart the wisdom that comes from meditating, pondering and interpreting the words and
saving deeds of Christ the Lord.

The Lord has done great things in the life of our Brothers. His work in them is also a word. In these pages
we have let them express their thoughts and feelings. They themselves have told us their story and have
revealed its meaning to us. itis true: God still reveals his secrels to his fiiends, the prophets.

Since their passover, our seven Brothers have begun to work wonders in our Order... and in the Church.
it is the hour to begin anew {o listen to what the Spirit, working in them, is saying to the Church and to the
world © he speaks and teaches in this schoo! of schocls of chadty which is the Order.

There is a first message directed fo all men and women of good will. The hidden and silent pasch of these

Brothers is transformed infe a Gospel appeal which resounds unambiguously.
- hsk forgiveness from God for these aggressors. Only forgiveness can break the chain of hatred and
violence. To forgive is an act of profound respect which enables us to discover in the offender, beyond
all dissimilarity, the image of God. To forgive is to acknowledge and proclaim that, despite ail malice
and our ignorance, God recognizes us as well-beloved sons and daughters. To forgive is to bear
withess, in spite of everything, o our divine sonship and universal brotherhood. The word of pardon is
the word which Is most in harmony with the heart of the marlyr in that itis a faithful withess is love.

{ should like, when the fime comes, fo have a space of lucidify which would enable me fo
beg forgiveness of God and of my brother human beings, and at the same fime to forgive
with all my heart the one who would sfrike me down... (Christian, Spiritual Testament).

- The martyr who gives up his life forgiving, doesn't accuse anyone. An exiremist group is not
representalive of a people | nothing would be more absurd than o blame the Algerian people or the
Istarnic world for what has happened. Nor should we accuse the ones who were physically res ponsible
for the tragedy. We should trust that the word of forgiveness is able to dispel all ignorance and malice,
allowing the light to grow in oneself and to find spaces of freedom for the transformation of ore's own
existence. Every human being deserves to be loved.

{ don't see how f could rejoice if the peopls | love were indiscriminately accused of my
murder. f would be too high a price fo pay for what will be called, perhaps, the "grace of
martyrdom”, fo owe this to an Algerian, whoever he may be, especially if he says he is
acting in fidefily fo what he believes to be Isiam (..} And you, foo, my last minufe friend,
who would not have known what you were doing. Yes, for you too | say this THANK YOU
and this "A-DIEU" - to commend you fo the God in whose face | see yours. And may we
find each: other, happy "gocd thieves” in Paradize, if it please God, the Father of us both.
AMEN [ (Christian, Spirfual Testament}. '

- The martyrs of love are true arfisans of peace. itis not simply a matter of being patient and p uting up
with or tolerating evil. Nor is It encugh to be placid in not deing or wishing

harm to snyone, Much more is required | fo build up and construct peace by the gift of one’s own life.
No-one ook i from them, they gave # up.



fdon't think viclence can eradicate violence., We can only exist as man by accepling fo
make ourselves the image of Love, as is manifested in Christ who, himself just, wished fo
submit iz the lof of the urjust. {Luc, Leffer, 24-l-98}

-~ Human life has a meaning - R s a path 1o a goal - and this meaning is found only when Bfe is given and
offered purely and graluftously. I ife Is & gift that has been received, then whoever converis his fife inio
a giff offered lives and causes others to live. To live is 1o love. And death can be the fast aci of iove
capable of giving a sense of etermily {o lifs.

There Is no frue love of God without an unreserved accepiance of death. (Lue, Leffer, 19-
-85}

The Spiritis also spesking today to the Church universal and to all the local Churches. And this is what she
is telling them,

- The Islam-Christian inter-refigicus dislogue has now new motives for continuing : seven lives given are

a good foundation for a mutual understanding. They knew that actions speak more eloguently than
WOTGs,

Not having the linguistic and refigious knowledge necessary fo enfer info dialogue with
Islam, | feel calfed more simply 1o listen. And it Is God who iz heard in his Word who is
serd, who felfs me to lisfen, o welcome all this strange, different reaiity. To the poinf of
feeling myseff responsibie : may the Spirit load & tfowards the Tull truth. And if we can make
this journey fogether, so much the belfer | and making this journey we can speak and be
sifert, {Christophe, Journal 30-195).

We have fo be wilnesses of the Emmanuel, that is fo say, of "God with us™. Thereis a
presence of "God amiong men” which we ourselves must assume. it is in this perspective
thal we understand our vocafion 1o be frafernal presence of men and women who share
the life of the muslims, the Algerians, in prayer, silence and friendship. Church-islam
refations are stiff sfammering, because we haven't vet lived from thelr side. {Christian,
Fefleclions for Lent, 8-l1-86).

- The seven marlyrs of Allas are a ripe fruit of the local Church of the Algerian people | they decided to
remain so that they could continue to live in the midst of this Church and this pecple. They desired i
creais a Church in Algeria for the Algsrian people.

If something happens to us, | hope if doesn'f, we want to experience It here, in solidarily
with all the Algerfan men and women who have already paid with their life, simply in
solfidarily with afl fhose unknown, inhocent people... If seems fo me that He who is helping
us fo hold fast today is the One who has called us. | remain in deep wonder at this.
{Michel, Leffer, 1V-24).

{am certaln that God loves the Algerians, and that he has no doubt chosen fo prove i fo
them by giving them our fives. So then, do we fruly love them ? Do we love thenr enough
? A moment of truth for each one, and a heavy responsibility in these limes when our
ffends feel so liflfe loved. Slowly, each ane is learning to integrate death info this giff, and
with i all the ofher condifions of ihis ministry of living fogether which is the demand of total
gratuify. On cerfain days, all this appears hardly reasonable. As fiffle reasorsable as
becoming a monk... (Chiistian, Clreufar leffer to the community, 25-1-95).

- God uses what s weak 1o build great things © only the obscure witnesses 1o a hope can become
uminous martyrs of love. They made the cholce fo be the small seeds bured in the ground so that the
giant iree of the Kingdom might grow.
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What will remain in a few months of the Church in Algeria, of its visibility, of its struclures,
of the persons of whom i Is made up ? Litife, very little, probably. However, | befieve that
the Good News is sown, the grain Is germinating... The Spirit is at work, he works deep
down in the hearts of men. Lef us be willing that he be able fo work in us by prayer and
loving presence fo all cur brothers. (Paul, Letfer, 11-1-95).

Cur Church has been severely shaken, especially in our diocese of Algiers. Reduced
ravaged, she has in this the sharp experience of the renunciation and the reward
described in the Gospel as belonging fo the vocation of each of us fo followy Jesus.
Vulnerable, fragile in the exireme, she finds herseif also freer and more credible in her vow
“fo love lo the end”... (Christian, How, in our presenf situation, can we refurn {o the
charism of our Grder 7, 21-X1-85).

Before my death, tell me that my faith - Love - will hold sfrong. Suddeniy | am afraid to
helieve (Christophe, Journal, 1-2-94).

Here | am before you, O my God..Here | am, rich in misery and poverty, and an
indescribable weakness. Here | am before You who are nothing but Love and Mercy.
Before you, but solely by your grace, | am here whole and entire, with alf my soul alf my
fieart, alf my will {Bruno, 21-3-80%.

There is alse a word for us, monks and nuns of the Cistercian Order of the Strict Observance., For us, wha,
after nine centuries of existence, are preparing to cross the threshold of a new millennium with hearts
renewed and enlarged.

- They followed Jesus, to the end, according to the absolute radicalism of the Gospel. They took on the
atiitudes and choices of Jesus. They embraced his destiny. They were disfigured with Him in order to
be configured to Him. They took on themselves the cross of abnegation in order to hasten the COMing
of the Kingdom. They preferred nothing to the love of Christ, the Servant of the servanis of God.

[ ask of you this day the grace fo become a servant

and o give my ife

hers

as a ransom for peace

as a ransom for fife

Jesus draw me

info your joy

of crucified love,

(Christophe, Journal 25-7-95).

- They were plinged info the mystery until they were completely transformed. A mysterious influence
enabled them to experience the mystery to the point of becoming fire and light. Our seven mystics
stretch out their hands to introdisce us too into the transforming glory of God. They invite us to fix our
gaze in the cbsousily of the darkness until we conternplate the face of the Other. They tell us there is
no franscendence without transparence and immanence. Word and Eucharist are the door leading in
o the heart of God, source of alf transformation.

You speak fo me - when | say and sing : As for me, thanks fo your fove,

{ have access fo vour house.

There within myself - 50 far. so near :

In you, { have access to my I, given up lo the love with which you are loved,

if someone loves me - and how can [ say that | love if not thanks to your very Breath.
We are going o his house

{ and my Father.

{Christophe, Joumal, 4-3-84).



- They lived together, died togsther and entered togsther into eternal life. The communily is the sacred
place where God reveals himself. Love welded them together in a bond of everlasting solidarity.
Commen life is worth very little | there is no communian of life. Koinonia makes the Risen one visible
who makes all things new. They did not pursue what they judged betler for themselves, but instead,
what was better for the others. Thatis why the Lord brought them, all fogether and at the same ime,
o everlasting lifs.

Listen, Church : fam.

Listen, | am in vou, as the Father is in me, He inme and | in Him,

we are ONE

Lister: - L am In you the Resurrection | the Life.

Thanks to you {in you, with you), Heap over the wall, There s my sin standing before me -
this fack of love-given fo my brothers - thanks fo vou, | do not remain - oo long -
frighlened, despairing... | have overcoime death.

And so, when my fraternal exisienice will be lived ouf on this side

Since you desire fo see us come all together fo this clemal Life,

Today you say fo me  Arise, go fo yoursell, fo your paschal 1.

{Christophe, Journal, 30-X-94).

For the communily of Atlas, Chiisimas 1993 was an experience thal marked them for the rest of th eir lives.
Two years later they recognized that "through that experience we felf invifed fo be bom anew. The fife of
man goes from birth to birth {..). In our lifs there Is alwaye a child fo be born | the son of God whom each
of us is.” (Chrislian, Reflections for Lent, 8-/l1-68}.

We too, Cisterclan monks and nuns, through what happened to our Brothers, are invited o be born anew.
The path has been marked oul, we have only to walk along &

With Jesus, ali together, towards the Father,
From the Order, threugh the Church, 1o the whole human race.,
Opening up to inculturation, to discernment, o ecumenism and to dialogue.

it is not a matler of dying, but of living radically. And if the price of fidelity is death, let us pay this price,
kKnowing that this is how Life is purchased.

O Jesus, F accept with alf my hear! thal your death is renewed, is accomplished in me ' know that it is
with you that we make this verfiginous descent indo the depifis proclaiming fo the devil that he has been
conguered. {Célestin, Easfer antiphon).

The true pilgrim has his two feet firmly planted in the present and raises them prompily in his journey toward
ihe future, knowing that the Lord is guiding his steps. The road opens before him as he walks, as long as
there is music and song In his heart. In a letter which appeared only after his death, Father Célestin himsalf
said it in all simplicity:

in carrying out my daily duties (and this helps me each day), this morming | sing fwo liffle sentences :
"0 God, you are owr Hope on the face of alf the fiving®, and ™ Wonder of your grace | You enfrustio men
the secrefs of the Father” {{ effer, 22--88).

tembrace you fraternally in Mary of Saint Joseph,

Bernardo Ofivera
Abbot General



