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I) Monasteries 
Berryville [63]  On  August 10, 2010, at the end of his second abbatial term, Dom Robert Barnes was re-elected abbot of Berryville (USA) for a new six year term.

Jacona [88]   On September 13, 2010, at the end of his first term as Prior, Dom Rafael del Valle Elcid was re-elected Titular Prior of Jacona (Mexico) for a new six year term.

Imari [32*]   On September 15, 2010, at the end of her first abbatial term, Mother Catharina Shibuya was re-elected Abbess of Imari (Japan) for an indefinite term.
Sujong [59*]   On September 23, 2010, at the end of Mother Josepha Chang’s term as prioress, Dom Francisco Yoshimoto Kunihiko, abbot of Phare and Father Immediate of Sujong (Korea), appointed Sister Lydia Chang Superior ad nutum. Mother Lydia was born  in 1963 and entered Sujong in 1991, where she made solemn profession in 1999.  Mother Lydia has served as novice mistress and was sub-prioress at the time of her appointment.
II)  Informations  

New Central Secretary of Formation 

During the Meeting of the Central Commissions at Tilburg (June 9-19, 2010), Sr. Katharina Michiels of Nazareth (Brecht) was elected as Central Secretary of Formation for a period of three years. Sr. Katharina replaces Sr. Pamela Clinton of Wrentham who had fulfilled the task since 2005. Grateful for the generous and dedicated service of Sr. Pamela we wish Sr. Katharina well as she takes up her new task. 

 The Order’s website on formation, www.cistercian-formation.org, no longer functions, and its contents will be moving to the new website of the Order.
Central Secretary for the Liturgy
Dom Marie-Gerard Dubois, abbot emeritus of La Trappe, has served the Order in the capacity of central secretary for liturgy with great expertise and devotion since 1977.  In a message to the Abbot General, he mentioned that he thought it was time to offer his resignation... 

The Central Commissions elected a successor, Fr. Justin Sheehan of Genesee, during their 2010 meeting at Tilburg.  Fr. Justin had already worked with Dom Marie-Gerard on the preparation of the Ordo.


Atlas (Midelt)
On July 20, 2010 the brothers of O.L. of Atlas welcomed the mortal remains of Fr. Albert Peyriguere, died on April 26, 1959 at El-Kbab (Mid-Atlas). Fr. Peyriguere was a disciple of Fr. Charles de Foucauld and lived in Morocco from 1928 until his death.
To quote their archbishop, Mgr. Vincent Landel, “His place is with you . . . your lives carry on his legacy.” 

If you would like more information on Fr. Peyriguere:

* Fr. Michel Lafon, his successor at El Kbab for 40 years, wrote his biography: “Le Père Peyriguère”. Éditions du Seuil: 1963.
* For more information about his spirituality: “Laissez-vous saisir par le Christ”. Éditions du Centurion. (7 editions in French, with translations in: German, Catalan, Italian, Spanish, English and Dutch.)

Viale Africa –  Portress

Mother Catherine Pagano has completed her service at the Generalate  Community as Portress and returned to her monastery of Soleilmont (Belgium). She is replaced by Sr Claire Boutin of Echourgnac (Cabanoule), who served as Secretary at the Generalate Community from 2006 to 2009.


Viale Africa - Secretariat
Sr. Kathleen O’Neill, secretary at the Generalate since the end of April 2009, returned to Mississippi Abbey in August. Sr. Marie-Bernard de Wilde, who also has been working as secretary since the end of April 2009, has taken responsibility for the secretariat of the Generalate and will be helped by Fr. William Dingwall, secretary of the Abbot General, who will be involved mainly in managing the website.   

Generalate - Mother Regina 

On Mother Regina’s return trip from Nigeria on August 19th after assisting at two Visitations, visiting the third Community and spending a few days with her own Community and family, she had a most grueling experience.
Traveling on a fourteen passenger public transportation vehicle from Enugu to Abuja to catch the plane for Rome, they were hijacked about four hours into an eight hour trip. About 11.00 AM, a large Peugeot car with dark windows stopped in front of the bus and six armed men shooting in the air, demanded entry into the bus; severely beat the driver and threw him, literally, into the back of the bus. A hijacker drove the bus on to a side road, was waved through two police check points and travelled for about an hour until they were stuck in the mud. Meanwhile the hijackers went through the bus taking the passengers money and valuables. At that point all were ordered off the bus. Each was thoroughly searched and everything of value was taken from them. Mother Regina’s passport and soggiorno fell to the ground from her purse. She was able to retrieve them unnoticed. All the baggage was taken from the bus, opened and the contents strewn around in search for valuables. Mother Regina was with another Sister who happened to be on the bus. As the passengers were being herded deeper into the woods one of the robbers who spoke Igbo, Mother Regina’s language, beckoned the nuns and two young law students to go into a wooded area while the rest went on. (Two days later there still was no information concerning the passengers marched into the woods.) After waiting in the woods for a couple hours Regina and her three companions went back to the place where all the belongings were strewn and gathered what they could and started in the direction of the main road, carrying her possessions on her head, in the pouring rain. Some local villagers met them but were hostile toward them. They received a couple of short rides but anyone who offered a ride wanted money up-front and they had none. They were warned by one person who gave them a ride and a bit of money that they must get out of the territory before night-fall, or else. With it still raining, Mother Regina collapsed when they reached the highway. Her companions revived her with some water from a passerby. They flagged a bus of the same company who would only give them a ride when they produced their tickets from the bus that was hijacked. It was 11:30 PM when Mother Regina reached a convent where she had stayed the week before. Everything was locked. Fortunately a priest retreatant was out late and brought her inside the compound and with his cell phone finally woke the Sister in charge who came and cared for Mother Regina.
The first thing the robbers had done was take all the cell phones. Mother Regina’s Prioress phoned Regina’s number about 4:00 PM when Regina should have been at the airport. A very gruff masculine voiced responded, “Your church person is lost”. Regina’s family also tried to phone her and received the message that the owner of this phone had been killed! This caused great consternation. Especially considering the family’s history that Regina’s younger brother had been shot dead in an armed robbery about eight years before in almost the same spot. Then two months ago another of her brothers was dragged from his truck and severally beaten because he could not produce sufficient money. He has still not been able to return to work.

The Sisters at the retreat house were very good to Mother Regina; loaning money; giving her first-aid medical care. KLM was very efficient and took a personal interest – at a price – in getting Mother Regina to Rome Sunday morning at 9:05 via Lagos. Mother Regina has entered the usual flow of the Viale Africa Community. Whatever will assist her to integrate her experience will be available to her. Let us thank the Lord for protecting Mother Regina’s life and pray for the other victims and that the hijackers can find a new vision of life.

Five days later, the hijackers continue to phone the numbers on Mother Regina’s cell phone demanding that a ransom be paid.  The caller does not realize that she has escaped!  It must have been very disturbing for the nuns and her family to continue receiving such calls.  It was only with great difficulty that they were finally able to have the number cancelled.

Cistercian Order 

On September 2nd, 2010, the abbots, abbesses and delegates of the Cistercian Order, gathered in their General Chapter at Rocca di Papa (Rome), elected Dom Mauro-Giuseppe Lepori as their Abbot General.
Dom Mauro-Giuseppe was born in 1959 and entered Hauterive in 1984. He made his solemn profession in 1989 and was ordained a priest in 1990. Dom Mauro-Giuseppe was elected abbot of Hauterive in 1994.

Dom Meinrad Tomann was re-elected Procurator General of the Cistercian Order for a new term of five years on September 3rd, 2010.

On September 4th, our Abbot General, Dom Eamon Fitzgerald, was an invited guest at the General Chapter of the Cistercian Order.
Website - Reminder

Announcements of solemn professions are published on the Order's website. If you would like to share the news of a solemn profession in your community via the website, please send the details to the secretariat of the Generalate : ocsoroma@ocso.org.  A photo can also be included, if you wish. Thank you in advance.
 III) Modifications to the Elenchus Monasteriorum :
E-mail Addresses and internet site addresses are regularly updated on the site http://www.ocso.org, so they are not mentionned here
Prefoundation of Valserena [43*] in Syria 




Monastero "Beata Maria Fons Pacis"




( Deir  al- 'Adhrā'  Yanbū'a-s-Salām )





Trappist    'Azeir




P.O. Box 40




Talkalakh - Homs




SYRIA





Tel : [963]  (31) 4720721

 
Sujong [59*]
Sujong Trappistine Monastery

989-1, Sujong-ri, Kusan-myon,

MasanHapp'o-gu

Changwon-shi,  Kyongnam 631 - 843

Republic of Korea

Victoria [73]
Our Lady of Victoria Monastery

P.O. Box 203,

Kyotera

UGANDA
Tel : : [256]  (75) 6426505

September 2010
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