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The members of the Viale Africa Community 

wish you a most blessed New Year of 2011.

I) Monasteries 
Nsugbe [100] Dom Raphael Ndubuese, Prior of Nsugbe (Nigeria), having reached the age of retirement mentioned in ST. 40.A of the Constitutions, presented his resignation to the Abbot General. On October 24, 2010, the Community of Nsugbe elected as Prior for a six year term Dom Bertrand Oko. Dom Bertrand was born in 1947 and entered Awhum in 1977. He made solemn profession in 1992 and was ordained a priest in 1995. He was Prior of Awhum from 2000 to 2006.

Mount Melleray [14]   On November 3, 2010, the Community of Mount Melleray (Ireland) elected as Abbot for a six year term Dom Augustine McGregor, who was Superior ad nutum of Mount Melleray at the time of the election. He had been Abbot of Mellifont from 2004 to 2010.

Lantao [49]  At the completion of the six year abbatial term of Dom Anastasius Li, Dom Maurus Pei was elected Abbot of Our Lady of Joy Abbey, Lantao (Hong Kong) on November 7, 2010. The election was confirmed.

Since Dom Maurus is more than seventy-five years of age, he offered his resignation in accord with Statute 40. A. The resignation was accepted on November 8, 2010.

Dom Clement Kong, the claustral Prior is the Superior of the Community for the present.

Mont des Cats [11]   On December 11, 2010, the Community of Mont des Cats (France) elected as Abbot for an undetermined term Dom Jacques Delesalle, who has been the Superior ad nutum since November 19, 2009.

II) MGM 2011  
HOUSE REPORTS

The document “House Reports and their Treatment at the MGM 2011” (cf. Minutes of the Central Commissions, Tilburg 2010, appendix 1) contains the necessary instructions for drawing up house reports (A) and then describes how they will be studied at the MGM 2011 (B.2).  You should also have received a document that the Central Commissions requested Dom Carlos of Sobrado to prepare in order to help communities draw up their house reports.

In order to leave enough time for the translation of house reports into the official languages of the Order, and then have them printed and bound by August 1, please make sure that your house report arrives at the generalate no later than May 1, 2011.  It may be sent in any language, preferably on diskette or by email.  We would like to thank in advance those communities that provide translations with their house reports.  

Regarding the way the house reports will be studied at the MGM 2011, the Central Commissions have made some changes to the procedure used at the MGM 2008.  The most important is that the regions will no longer take part in the study of the house reports of their region’s communities.  Please review carefully the new procedure for studying house reports (B.2).

Please remember that this new procedure must be approved by vote by each chapter at the beginning of the MGM before it can be implemented.

WORKING PAPERS

The Central Commissions have asked the law commission, as well as several individuals or groups, to prepare a certain number of working papers.  These will be included in the MGM general booklet and will be sent to each capitulant in April or May 2011.  All these documents must be received at the generalate by the end of January, 2011.  Thank-you for your cooperation.

NOTA BENE

The MGM 2011 will be held at Assisi

from Wednesday, September 7 (AM)

to Wednesday, September 28 (PM).

Practical details will be provided at a later date.

III)  Informations  

Communication from the Community of Ubexy 

Following the regular visitation of March 2010, during which the growing fragility of our community of O.L. of St. Joseph of Ubexy was keenly perceived, we began a process of discernment to help us make decisions for the future.  We requested that a commission of aid be established.  We also contacted the community of O.L. of Val d’Igny with a view to unification.  This project has already been accepted in principle by both communities and will be submitted for the approval of the next General Chapter.  We appreciate the support of your prayer.

Mvanda
On November 5, 2010, the city of Kikwit (DR Congo) was in a state of unrest.  A group of enraged young people vandalized the monastery of Mvanda, breaking windows etc.  The sisters took refuge in the church, where they were protected by the Icon of Mary, Gate of Heaven.  The sisters are all safe and sound.  Since then, eight soldiers have been guarding the monastery.  Please remember the community of Mvanda and the region of Kikwit in your prayers.

    
Gedono
The following is a resume of email reports from M. Martha
Indonesia’s Mt. Merapi began erupting in late October and eruptions have continued and increased in strength.  The community of Gedono is not far from Mt. Merapi, located on the eastern slope of another volcano, Mt. Merbabu. The two peaks are about 10 kilometres apart, as the crow flies, and originally formed part of one gigantic mountain.  When its central peak imploded, the present two peaks remained, connected by a ridge. 
While Mt. Merbabu is said to have been dormant for six to seven hundred years, Mt. Merapi is always venting steam, and erupts about every five years.  It is said to be the most active volcano in the world.  Since both form part of the same volcanic system, the repeated eruptions of Mt. Merapi bode well for the continued sleep of Merbabu.

This year’s eruption was the strongest and most dangerous in twenty years.  36 people were killed on the first day of the erupions.  27 of them died because they refused to leave the side of the 83-year-old traditional guardian of the volcano, appointed by the sultan as the mountain’s “keeper of the keys”.  His long experience living with the volcano led him to believe that he would know when it was too dangerous to stay, and thus routinely ignored the warnings of scientists.  This time, it cost him and 26 of his followers their lives.

Nov. 4
By noon the whole area was covered with strange black clouds.  Around midnight the worst explosion occurred: hot clouds (600+ degrees centigrade) and lava poured down an old riverbed, burning trees and destroying houses.  Thousands were evacuated to the Yogyakarta stadium.  The city was covered with 2.5 cm of ash.
Nov. 5
Rumblings could be heard when the community rose at 3:00 AM.  Today we learned that the evacuation area has been widened to a radius of 20 km (from 10 km last week then 15 km Nov. 3).   We smelled sulphur after Mass.
Nov. 6
After a quiet night, another strong explosion occurred, which was followed by a fine rain of volcanic ash, about 1 cm.  We were obliged to wear facemasks all day. 
Everyone is fine.  We have only lightly felt the effects of the eruption here at Gedono.  The airport of Yogyakarta has been closed for two days, and Solo airport was closed yesterday.  So far, fifteen international airlines have cancelled flights into and out of the capital, Jakarta. 

We ask for your prayers for the hundreds of thousands of refugees forced to evacuate their homes. 

 IV) Modifications to the Elenchus Monasteriorum :
E-mail Addresses and internet site addresses are regularly updated on the site http://www.ocso.org, so they are not mentionned here
Lamanabi [95]
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