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10 January, ST GREGORY OF NYSSA, bishop, Optional Memorial 

OPENING PRAYER
God our Father, 
Saint Gregory, your bishop,

praised you by the splendor of his life and teaching. 
In your kindness, 
as we forget what is past
 and reach out to what is before us, 
help us to attain to the prize of our upward call. 
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 
10 January, ST WILLIAM OF BOURGES, bishop of our order, Optional Memorial 

OPENING PRAYER

God our father, 
in Saint William, your bishop, 
you gave a light to your faithful people. 
You made him a pastor of the church 
to feed your sheep with his word 
and to teach them by his example. 
Help us by his prayers to keep the faith he taught 
and follow the way of life he showed us. 
Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 
Or this alternative 

Father, 
hear the prayer we offer 
as we celebrate the feast of your bishop Saint William. 
As with the help of your grace he served you worthily, 
so by his prayers may we attain humility of mind, 
fervor in prayer, and holiness of life. 
We ask this through our Lord, Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 
Alternative translation 

Father, hear the prayer we offer 
on the feast of your bishop Saint William. 
As with the help of your grace he served you worthily, 
so by his prayers may we attain humility of mind, 
constancy in prayer, and holiness of life. 
We ask this through our Lord, Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever.

12 January, ST AELRED, abbot of our Order, Memorial 

OPENING PRAYER

God our Father, 
You gave the blessed abbot Aelred 
the grace of being all things to all people.
May we, after his example, 
so spend ourselves in the service of our brothers and sisters

as to preserve the unity of the spirit 
in the bond of peace. 
We ask this through our Lord, Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

15 January, ST MAUR AND ST PLACID, disciples of our Holy Father St Benedict, Memorial 

OPENING PRAYER

Lord our God, 
you have filled us with wonder
by the example of monastic observance 

in the lives of blessed Maur and Placid. 
As we follow in their footsteps 

may we come to share in their reward. 
We ask this through our Lord, Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Alternative translation
Lord our God, 

you provided a wondrous example of monastic observance 

in the lives of blessed Maur and Placid. 
May we so follow in their footsteps 

as to come to share in their reward. 
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
Who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
One God, for ever and ever. 

20 January, BL CYPRIAN MICHAEL, Monk Priest

OPENING PRAYER

O God, in the priest Blessed Cyprian Michael 
you joined the apostolic zeal of a pastor 
to the way of life of a monk. 
Grant us by his intercession that, persevering in prayer, 
we may seek untiringly the coming of your kingdom. 
We ask this through our Lord, Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

26 January, OUR HOLY FATHERS ST ROBERT, ST ALBERIC AND ST STEPHEN, 

Founders of the Cistercian Order, Solemnity or Feast 

OPENING PRAYER

All powerful and ever-living God, 
you yourself are the very great reward
of those who leave all things for the sake of Christ your Son. 
By the prayer and example of our holy fathers of Citeaux, 
Robert, Alberic and Stephen, 
may we, like them, 
hasten with all fervor and zeal to the fullness of eternal life. 
We ask this through our Lord, Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Or this alternative
God of power and might, 
you have given us in your saints 
a living witness to monastic life. 
Schooled in their principles and observances, 
may we, too, strive to show that same faith and love in our lives. 
We ask this through our Lord, Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS

Lord,

in your kindness hear our prayers

and the prayers which the saints offer on our behalf.
Watch over us

that we may offer fitting service at your altar.

Grant this in the name of Jesus the Lord.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Father, our comfort and peace,

we have gathered as your family

to praise your name and honor your saints.

Let the sacrament we have received

be the sign and pledge of our salvation.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.
11 February, ST BENEDICT OF ANIANE, abbot. Optional Memorial 

OPENING PRAYER

Lord our God, 
through the teaching and example of the blessed abbot Benedict
you instilled the monastic order with new life. 
Through his intercession, 
may we hold fast to the perfect following of Christ,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
One God, for ever and ever. 

Alternative translation
Lord our God, 
through the teaching and example of the blessed abbot Benedict of Aniane 
you imbued the monastic order with new life. 
Through his intercession, 
may we hold fast to the perfect following of Christ, 
Who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
One God, for ever and ever.

12 February, BL HUMBELINE, nun.   Optional Memorial 

OPENING PRAYER

God our Father, 

you are the hope of everyone 
who knows the pain of loneliness and separation.
Through the intercession of Blessed Humbeline

may we always be humbly submissive to your will,
and use the good things of the world in such a way

as to attain at last the good things of the world to come. 
We ask this through our Lord, Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Alternative translation
God our Father, 
you are the hope of everyone who feels truly widowed and alone. 
Through the intercession of Blessed Humbeline 
may we submit to you in sincere humility, 
and so pass through the good things of this world 
as not to lose the good things of the world to come. 
Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
Who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
One God, for ever and ever.

8 March, ST STEPHEN OF OBAZINE, abbot of our Order, Optional Memorial 

OPENING PRAYER

All-powerful God, 
May we rejoice in the yearly commemoration of the blessed Abbot Stephen.
and, with the help of his prayer and example, 
attain at last to the fulness of joy in your presence
at your right hand happiness for ever. 
We ask this through our Lord, Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Alternative translation
All-powerful God, 
year by year we rejoice 
in the commemoration of the blessed Abbot Stephen of Obazine. 
With the help of his prayer and example, 
may we attain to the fulness of joy in your presence, 
at your right hand happiness for ever.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
Who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
One God, for ever and ever.

21 March, THE PASSING OF OUR HOLY FATHER BENEDICT, abbot.    Optional Memorial 

OPENING PRAYER

Lord our God, 
you filled the blessed abbot Benedict

with the spirit of your Son 
and made him a master in the way of perfection. 
As we celebrate his entrance into glory,

may we attain that love which surpasses all understanding. 
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
Who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 
Alternative translation
Lord our God, 
you filled the Blessed Abbot Benedict 
with the spirit of your Son 
and made him our master in evangelical perfection. 
May we who are celebrating his passing over into heaven 
likewise hasten to the summits of charity and glory. 
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever.

22 April, BLESSED MARIA GABRIELLA OF UNITY, Memorial 

OPENING PRAYER

Lord God, eternal Shepherd,

You inspired the blessed virgin, Maria Gabriella, 
generously to offer up her life for the sake of Christian unity. 
At her intercession, 
hasten, we pray, the coming of the day when, 
gathered around the table of your word and of your Bread from heaven, 
all who believe in Christ may sing your praises 
with a single heart, a single voice.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
Who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 
27 April SAINT RAPHAEL ARNAIZ BARON, Cistercian oblate, Memorial 

OPENING PRAYER
O God, 
you made Saint Raphael an outstanding disciple 
in the knowledge of Christ crucified. 
Helped by his example and prayers to love you above all things. 
May our hearts be enlarged, 
so that we may run with inexpressible sweetness of love 
along the way of the cross 
and deserve to share the life and joy of the risen Lord, 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 
11 May, ST ODO, ST MAIOLUS, ST ODILO, ST HUGH AND BLESSED PETER THE VENERABLE, Abbots of Cluny.      Optional Memorial 

OPENING PRAYER
Lord Our God, 
You are the shield and glorious reward 
of those who walk blamelessly before you.

Keep us steadfast in your holy service

so that by the example and intercession

of the blessed abbots of Cluny,

we may with open hearts

run the path of perfect charity.

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
Who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 
Alternative translation
Lord Our God, 
shield and reward exceeding great of those who walk before you in perfection, 
increase our love for the monastic life, 
so that by the example and intercession of the blessed abbots of Cluny, 
we may run with hearts expanded on the path of perfect charity. 
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
Who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
One God, for ever and ever.

15 May, ST PACHOMIUS, abbot, Memorial 

OPENING PRAYER
Lord our God, 
you raised the blessed abbot Pachomius 
to the heights of virtue and doctrine. 
Through his example 
may we seek before all else the bread of your word 
which enlightens our minds and brings peace to our hearts. 
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
Who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 
12 June, ST ALICE (OR ALEYDIS), Cistercian virgin.   Optional memorial 

OPENING PRAYER
Father, 
you gave the blessed virgin Alice
the grace of bearing patiently with painful sickness and disease
for the love of Christ.
With the help of her prayer, 
May all who suffer pain 
realize that they are among the chosen saints

whom the gospel calls blessed, 
and know that they are joined to Christ

in his suffering for the salvation of the world, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
One God, for ever and ever. 
Alternative translation
Father, 
you gave the blessed virgin Alice 
the grace of bearing patiently, for the love of Christ, 
grievous sickness and disease. 
With the help of her prayer, 
may all who suffer pain 
recognize that they are among the chosen ones whom the Lord calls blessed, 
and know that they are joined to him 
in his suffering for the salvation of the world, 
for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever.

14 June, BLESSED GERARD, monk of our order.    Optional Memorial 

OPENING PRAYER
Father, 

you brought blessed Gerard and his brother Saint Bernard 
so close together in the bond of monastic life and holiness 
that they seemed to be no longer two, 
but one in Christ. 
At their intercession, 
so make our hearts one with you by charity, 
that all of us who serve you here below in unity of Spirit, 
may share you as our one perfect joy in heaven. 
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
Who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
One God, for ever and ever. 

16 June, ST LUTGARD, virgin of our order.    Memorial 

OPENING PRAYER
God our Father,you called your virgin, Saint Lutgard, 
to seek your kingdom in this world 
by striving to live in perfect charity. 
With her prayers to give us courage.,

help us to move forward with joyful hearts in the way of love. 
Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
Who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
One God, for ever and ever. 
16 June, BL. MARIE-JOSEPH CASSANT, monk-priest of our order.    Optional memorial
OPENING PRAYER

Lord Jesus,

you reveal your Father to the meek and the humble.

by the working of your Holy Spirit,

you led Blessed Joseph in the ways of prayer and self-sacrifice,

in the heart of his community and by the aid of a spiritual father.

Grant us faithful witnesses who will help us to answer your call,

uphold us in the midst of suffering

and guide us into the joy of the Father,

with whom you live and reign

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

God for ever and ever.

8 July, BLESSED EUGENE III, pope of our order.    Optional Memorial 

OPENING PRAYER
All-powerful and ever-living God, 
you called blessed Eugene to guide your people
by his word and example. 
With him we pray to you: 
watch over the pastors of your church with the people entrusted to their care, 
and lead them to salvation. 
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 
Alternative translation
All-powerful and ever-living God, 
you called blessed Eugene to preside over your people 
and to profit them by word and example. 
With him we pray to you: 
watch over the pastors of your church with the people entrusted to their care, 
and lead them to salvation. 
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever.

11 July, SOLEMNITY OF OUR HOLY FATHER BENEDICT, abbot.    Solemnity 
OPENING PRAYER
Lord our God, 
by your grace Saint Benedict became a great teacher in the school of your service. 
Grant that we may put nothing before our love of you, 
and may walk eagerly in the path of your commandments. 
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 
Alternate translation
Lord our God, 
by your grace Saint Benedict became a great teacher in the school of your service. 
Grant that we may put nothing before our love of you, 
and may with open hearts

run the path of your commandments. 
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
Who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 
PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS

Lord,

receive our offerings on the feast of St. Benedict.

Teach us to follow his example in seeking you

and grant us the gifts of unity and peace.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Lord, we have received in this sacrament the pledge of eternal life. 

Enable us to follow St. Benedict’s teaching 

by growing in devotion to the sacred liturgy 

and in love for our brothers and sisters. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

12 July, ST JOHN GUALBERTO, abbot.     Optional Memorial 

OPENING PRAYER
Almighty and ever-living God, 
source of peace and lover of concord, 
to know you is true life, 
to serve you is perfect freedom. 
Establish us in love for you, 
that by the example of the blessed John, your abbot,

we may render good for evil and blessings for curses, 
and so find in you pardon and peace. 
Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 
Alternative translation
Almighty and ever-living God, 
source of peace and lover of concord, 
to know you is to live, 
to serve you is to reign. 
Establish us in love for you, 
that by the example of the blessed abbot, John Gualberto, 
we may render good for evil and blessings for curses, 
and so obtain your pardon and peace. 
Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever.

16 July, THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARTYRS OF ORANGE.      Optional Memorial 

OPENING PRAYER
All-powerful and ever-living God, 
turn our weakness into strength. 
As you gave your blessed virgin martyrs of Orange 
the courage to suffer death for Christ, 
give us the courage to live in faithful witness to you. 
Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 
Alternative prayer
Lord,

through your grace power is perfected in weakness.

Today we recall the glory of the Blessed Virgin Martyrs of Orange 

who won the victory through your help.

May all who honor them obtain from you 

a similar grace of victory through their intercession.

This we ask through our Lord…
29 July, ST MARTHA, ST MARY AND ST LAZARUS, hosts of the Lord.   Memorial 
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

As Jesus entered a certain village, a woman called Martha welcomed him into her house. [see Lk 10,38]

OPENING PRAYER
Heavenly Father, 

your Son was received 

as an honored and welcome guest in the home of Bethany. 

Keep us close to the Master in our prayer and work, 

that blameless in his sight 

he may welcome us into our eternal home, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

Alternative translation
God our Father, 
you willed that your Son should find in the household of Bethany
the love of a friend, the devotion of a servant,
and the attentiveness of a listening heart. 
May we in turn listen to Christ our master with a fervent heart, 
and serve him through our works of love, 
so that, blameless in his sight, 
we may at last receive his welcome into his eternal home, 
where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 
Alternative prayer
Heavenly Father, 
your Son called Lazarus from the grave
and sat at table in the house of Bethany. 
May we serve him faithfully in our sisters and brothers

and with Mary ponder and feed upon his word.

Grant this…

PRAYER OVER TH GIFTS
Lord,

we proclaim you wonderful in your saints.

As you accepted their loving service, 

so receive our gifts and offerings.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

See, I stand at the door and knock; if any hear my voice and open the door, I will come in to them and eat with them, and they with me.  [from Rev 3,20]
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Heavenly Father,

may this sharing in the body and blood of your only-begotten Son 

lessen our taste for all passing things.

By the example of your saints,

Lazarus, Martha and Mary, 

may we grow in sincere love for you in this life, 

and for ever be gladdened by your presence in heaven.

Grant this through Christ our Lord.
19 August, BLESSED GUERRIC OF IGNY, abbot of our order.     Memorial 

OPENING PRAYER
God our father, 
you enriched the blessed abbot Guerric

with the grace of humility, courage in adversity, 
and wisdom to proclaimyour mysteries. 
May we follow him as our guide and model here on earth, 
and so receive, like him, in heaven above,
the robe of glory and immortality. 
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

20 August, OUR HOLY FATHER SAINT BERNARD, abbot and doctor of our Order. 

Solemnity or Feast 

OPENING PRAYER
Heavenly Father,

Saint Bernard was filled with zeal for your house

and was a radiant light burning and shining in your church.

By his prayers may we be filled with this spirit of zeal

and walk always as children of light.

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
Who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 
Alternative translation
Almighty and ever-living God, 
our Father Saint Bernard was on fire with zeal for your house, 
enlightening and warming your church. 
By his prayers may we, too, be aglow with that spirit 
and ever walk as children of light. 
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
Who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 
PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS

Lord our God, 

may the Eucharist we offer be a sign of unity and peace 

as we celebrate the memory of St. Bernard, 

who strove in word and deed to bring harmony to your Church.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Father, 

may the holy food we have received 

at this celebration of the feast of St. Bernard 

continue your work of salvation in us.

By his example, give us courage, 

by his teachings, make us wise, 
so that we too may burn with love for your Word, Jesus Christ, 

who is Lord for ever and ever.

30 August, ST WARREN AND ST AMADEUS, bishops of our Order.    Optional Memorial 
OPENING PRAYER
Lord God, 
you gave your Saints Warren and Amadeus 
the spirit of truth and love to shepherd your people. 
May we who honor them on this feast 
learn from their example and be helped by their prayers. 
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

30 August, ST AMADEUS, bishop of our order.    Optional Memorial 

OPENING PRAYER

All-powerful God, 
you made St. Amadeus a bishop and leader of the Church 

to inspire your people with his teaching and example.

May we give fitting honor to his memory 

and always have the assistance of his prayers.

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
Who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 
Alternative translation

All-powerful God, 
you set Saint Amadeus to preside as bishop of your faithful 
and to profit them by word and example. 
May we give fitting honor to his memory 
and always have the assistance of his prayers. 
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever.

10 September, BLESSED OGLERIO (or Ogler), abbot of our order.    Optional Memorial 

OPENING PRAYER

Father, you gave the blessed abbot Ogler
a warm and living love for the words of our savior. 
May his example so help us to love the Lord Jesus 
without measure and beyond all measure 
that we may at last come to where Christ is, 
and reign with him for ever, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

12 September, ST PETER OF TARENTAISE, bishop of our order.      Optional Memorial 

OPENING PRAYER

Lord our God,

with mercy you provide for your people, 
by love you rule them, 
and those who minister to them in your name are servants of your charity. 
At the prayer of the blessed bishop Peter, 
grant to those who minister to your people the spirit of wisdom, 
and to us, hearts prompt and eager to obey and serve.

We ask this…

Alternative translation
Lord our God, 
you provide for your people in mercy, 
and rule them in love, 
and those who are set over them in your name are ministers of charity. 
At the prayer of the blessed Peter, Bishop of Tarentaise, 
grant to those who lead and guide your people the spirit of wisdom, 
and to us, hearts prompt and eager to obey and serve. Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

17 September, ST MARTIN OF FINOJOSA, bishop of our order.     Optional Memorial 

OPENING PRAYER

Lord God, 

you counted St. Martin among your holy pastors, 

renowned for faith and love which conquered evil in this world.

By the help of his prayers 

keep us strong in faith and love 

and let us come to share his glory. 

Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Alternative translation
Lord God, 
you counted Saint Martin among your holy pastors, 
renowned for the faith that overcomes the world. 
By the help of his prayers 
may we, too, persevere in faith and love, 
and so come to share his glory. 
Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

12 November, ST THEODORE THE STUDITE, abbot.     Optional Memorial 

OPENING PRAYER

Lord our God,

through the blessed abbot Theodore ou restored the beauty and discipline 

of monastic observance. 

By his help and example ay we, conformed to the suffereings of Christ through endurance, 

also share in his glory,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. 

Alternative translation
Lord our God,
through the blessed abbot Theodore the Studite, 
you restored to the common life its firm discipline and beauty. 
By his help and example 

may we be conformed to the sufferings of Christ through patience, 
and so come to share in his glory, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. 

13 November, ALL SAINTS OF THE BENEDICTINE FAMILY        Feast 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

The saints are happy in heaven because they followed Christ. They rejoice with him for ever.

OPENING PRAYER

Lord Jesus, 

you have promised to those who have left all to follow you, 

a hundredfold in the present and eternal life in the heavenly Jerusalem. 

Through the prayer of Saint Benedict 

and the holy monks and nuns who have followed in his footsteps, 

purify our hearts of all that draws us far from you 

so that they may be open to the fullness of your love.

For you live and reign with God the Father

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, for ever and ever.

And the alternative Collect should read as follows:
Faithful God, 
you never cease to enrich your Church with the gift of monastic life. 
Today we celebrate the memory of those 
who, through the centuries, have responded to this call. 
Give us the grace to persevere in our vocation 
and help us to be grateful for those who have gone before us on this way, 
holding nothing dearer than Christ.
 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, for ever and ever.
PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS

God of all mercy, 

you transformed your saints and made them a new creation in your image.

Renew us in the same way 

by making our gifts of peace acceptable to you.

We ask this in the name of Jesus the Lord.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

I solemnly tell you: those who have left everything and followed me will be repaid a hundredfold and will gain eternal life. [see Mt 19, 27-29]

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

All-powerful God,

 may we who are strengthened by the power of this sacrament 

learn from the example of St. Benedict and his disciples 

to seek you above all things 

and to live in this world as your new creation.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.
19 November, ST MECHTILDE, virgin.     Optional Memorial 

OPENING PRAYER

Lord our God,
through your loving favor 
you revealed to blessed Mechtilde, your virgin, 
the hidden secrets of your providence. 
May we who know you now through faith 
rejoice hereafter to see you face to face. 
Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever.
5 December, ST SABA, abbot.     Optional Memorial 

OPENING PRAYER 
Lord our God, 
in your providence you raise up blessed Saba to foster monastic life 
and to defend and uphold the truth of the faith. 
May we always live that truth in love 
and serve you, our only master, 
until we attain everlasting joy and glory. 
Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

